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A new London museum, V&A East, isn’t looking for the oldest artefacts; it's looking for the
newest, preserving tokens of rebellion from 2017, fashion from 2020 and art from last month

A 17th-century silk gown likely last owned

Open, gdgy, Anesha George
accessible:
The new V&A anesha.george@hindustantimes.com
Eastin London
puts young he first thing all visitors see
people at the at the V&A East museum is a
centre of the young person, smartphone in
conversation. hand, staring into the hori-
(Below) zon. The 18-ft bronze sculp-
Artefacts on ture by Thomas J Price is
display “the personification of everything we aim to
include deliver with the museum,” says Gus Casely
Stormzy’s Hayford, director of V&A East.
stab-proof The museum believes its future depends
Union Jack on putting young people at the centre of the
vest, designed conversation, so it has taken the discourse
by Banksy and to them, in more ways than one. Casely Hay-
worn at ford has cycled to more than 100 nearby
Glastonbury schools, speaking at assemblies about what
in 2019; and V&A East might have to offer.
the Daria “We consulted with over 30,000 local res-
dress by Molly idents and artists as well,” he says.
Goddard The resultant space, which opened in
(2019), worn April, adds a new chapter to the 174-year
by Beyoncé in legacy of the Victoria and Albert. It follows
Black is King V&A East Storehouse, a sister venue a short
(2020). PHoTOS: walk away, that holds over 250,000 artefacts
JAPROJECTS / V&A in a space that looks like a giant Ikea, serves
EAST MUSEUM, as an actual storehouse of art and artefacts
GETTY IMAGES (with some now on display, by rotation),
and opened to the public in May 2025.
The galleries at V&A East bring together
500 eclectic objects from the V&A collection
that make unexpected connections across
eras, cultures and creative disciplines.
Revolutionary anti-imperialist posters

from the *60s and °70s sit alongside the ico-
nic pink knitted hats of the 2017 Women'’s
March. The fashion section holds the bright
pink Daria dress by Molly Goddard
(2019), made from 200 feet of nylon
tulle and worn by Beyoncé in the
visual album Black is King (2020).

by a maid. And a 1990 Cut, Slash & Pull
denim ensemble by Vivienne Westwood.
Meanwhile, an inaugural exhibition titled
Music is Black: A British Story uses 200
objects — from instruments to cinematic
footage — to tell the story of how Caribbean
immigration birthed homegrown music
genres such as Brit funk, trip hop and grime.
On display here is a piano that belonged
to Winifred Atwell, the first Black artist to
score a UK #1 hit, in 1953; influential grime
MC Jme’s Super Nintendo and Mario Paint
games, which he used in early experiments
with music-making in the 1990s; and
Stormzy’s iconic stab-proof Union Jack vest,
designed by Banksy and worn when the art-
ist headlined Glastonbury in 2019.

Young at art
Young people weren’t just consulted, they
also serve as consultants at the museum.
The V&A East Youth Collective Pro-
gramme offers paid 10-month gigs to East
Londoners aged 16 to 25. These advisors
have shaped programming and design
briefs, opening hours and ticket prices.
Temporary exhibitions will champion
local artists and lesser-known stories.
On display at the moment, for instance, is
Heads! Look to the Workers, a series of
moving sculptures by artist Laura Wilson
that honours the workers of East London’s
theatres, factories and other labour-driven
establishments. Also on display is Dispersal,
which sees photographers Marion Davies
and Debra Rapp document small-scale units
in the region, such as belt-making, salmon
smoking and stained-glass workshops.

Circaright now
Could spaces such as V&A East help
rethink what a museum can be? Such shifts

are a heartening response to new cultural
contexts, adds museologist Vinod Daniel,
chair of AusHeritage, Australia’s interna-
tional network for cultural heritage man-
agement, and former board member of the
International Council of Museums.

As heavily carpeted, strictly curated
rooms give way to open-plan structures and
interactive displays, even restoration, once
hidden from public view, is becoming part
of the draw, Daniel adds. “Conservators
build a glass facade around it, inviting peo-
ple to stop, look and ask questions about
something centuries old.” And suddenly,
something rooted in the past isn’t rooted in
the past any more.

{ THE SPORTING LIFE }
Rudraneil Sengupta

Squad goals

It's been an unusually busy summer of club
transfers. See what the map looks like now

ith the World Cup behind us,
and the leagues ready to kick
off a new season, here’s a look
at some of the most exciting
transfers in a busy summer-transfer window.
Some teams, such as Real Madrid, may
have a distinctly new look, having swept
many of the world’s biggest talents into their
Spain’s stable. Others, such as Newcastle United, are
Rodri, star on the other end of the spectrum, hollowed
of the World out after losing all their star players (though
Cup, is now that has brought the club unprecedented
in charge of earnings with which to rebuild in the future).
Barcelona’s Any talk of transfers must start with
star-studded Rodri, 30, the incomparable defensive mid-
midfield and fielder who was the rock behind Manchester
attack; Marc City’s most trophy-filled seasons under Pep
Cucurella Guardiola, and the World Cup player of the
will bolster tournament. He takes charge of Barcelona’s
the defence at star-studded midfield and attack.
Real Madrid. England winger Anthony Gordon, 25, and
GETTY IMAGES German winger Karim Adeyemi, 24, are the
' -

other new signings for Barcelona, who have

sold World Cup-winning forward Ferran

Torres to Paris Saint-Germain (PSG).

That may be a great move for Torres, 26,
who didn’t really fit into Barcelona’s line-up.
PSG doesn’t have an out-and-out forward. He
can slip into that role with ease. With the
team’s incredible attacking players, which
include Khvicha Kvaratskhelia, Ousmane
Dembele and Vitinha, and Mika Godts, the
Belgian winger and consummate dribbler
PSG picked up from Ajax, this may be the
most entertaining team to watch this season.

Real Madrid, meanwhile, have done more
to bolster their defence than any other major
club, buying Dutchman Denzel Dumfries, 30,
from Inter Milan; Spain’s Marc Cucurella, 28,
from Chelsea; and France’s Ibrahima Konate,
27, from Liverpool. That’s three of the best
defenders in the world right now. Cucurella,
flying about the pitch with his mass of curly
hair, was one of the great sights of the World
Cup. He keeps that hair wild to make it easier
for his son, who has autism, to recognise him
on the pitch. More power to him.

The attacking combination that may dom-
inate Europe, though, is Bayern Munich’s
line-up of Harry Kane, Michael Olise and
Luis Diaz, now joined by Morocco’s star for-
ward, Ismael Saibari, 25. In England, it’s been
all about central midfielders and obscene
prices. After years of patiently building a
squad, Arsenal are finally in “win-now”
mode, after their Premier League triumph.

A strong attempt at luring Vini Jr away
from Real failed at the last minute, but the
London club secured Brazil's Bruno Guima-
raes from Newcastle, one of the best centre
midfielders in the game, for $101 million. In
monetary terms, this was immediately over-
shadowed by Manchester City paying $153
million for Nottingham Forest’s midfielder
Elliot Anderson. A few weeks later, Chelsea
broke that record by signing forward Mor-
gan Rogers for over $156 million.

The summer transfer window runs until
September 1, so expect more major moves.
For example, who will Arsenal target now
that Vini Jr has turned them down?

(Email rudraneil@gmail.com. The
views expressed are personal)



