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POINTMENT AS

ENDORSED

COLOURFULCEREMONY MARKS
BIRTH OF NATION

" (By Our Speeial Represenlative)

NEW DELHI, Thursday.—At midnight tonight the Constituent As-|—

zembly, consisting of the chosen represeniatives of the Indian people,
assumed sovereign power and the members solemnly took the pledge to
serve India and her people. “We end today a period of ill fortune and
India discovers herself again,” said Pandit Nehrua in calling upon the mem-

hers to take the new pledge.

Earlier the President of the Constituent Assambly, Dr Rajendra Prasad, said: “Ta all |

we give the assurance that it will e our endeavour Lo end poverty and squalor and its cmn-

sanions, hunger and disease, to abolish dstinetions and
ronditions of hving.”

explpitation and to ensure decent

After the Assembly had sat for 75 minules, during which it assumed powirs of gov-
srpance and endorsed the appointment of Lord Mountbatien as Governor-General, Dr
Rajerdra Prasad ond PL Nohru proeccedoed to the Government House to inform Lovd Mounl-
satten of the Assembly's deeisions, Later, the National Ilag presented to the Assembly by

Mrs Hanga Mehta on behalf of the women of Tndia was hoisted amidst cheers of thousands 1

vho had gathered obiside the Council House,

The climax was reached when al the lzst siroke of midnight there was blowing of
anches and spontanceusly the ery of “Mahatma Gandhi ki Jai” went up. That these were
he first words wifered by the representatives of Indian peeple on attaining freedom was an
spression of the people’s gratitude to the architect of the nation to whora hoth Pandit Nehro
nd Dr Rajeadea Prasad paid glowing tributes in their speeches.

The birth of a free India was witnessed by diplomatic representatives of the nations
epresenting mora than half the population of the globe. Ambassadors of the US.A. and
*hina were there and also High Commissioners of Canada and Australia and diplomatie re-

wreseniatives of olher countries,

L was {ne greatest hour for Delhi, This capital of many mighty empires beeame today
ot the frst time in its history the seat of ‘Lok raj,’ government of the people, by the people

prd for the people.

o

The Aszambly Hall was full to
apacity onud appeared moil im
IFRERIVE The Nationa! Flag.
idorned the ddnzen IRTEE pLAneis
ame af which [ormerly hgd lide

chance of sccing the Functisn. Fer-
hons there was philesophic Justice
in lhe eeremainy being  obhierved
mosdly By thowe who weare loyal o

ze portralis of British dignita-
j08.. The flags provided the pro-
yor background fur the moment-
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Speschec of 1 Hajedpnra Proasad
and Pandit Nehrmm an paige 1.

g meeting. Loldspeakers car-
ied . the procecdings to tha 1hon
ands vwiho had thronged outside

The wistlors inside The Hinll were |

cerlainly n =zelect gathering, mest-
Iy wives of officinls in resplendent
willes gnd- relations of members af
the Assembly,

the man im the strect god  ditle

the “ormer regime.

The most pleasing port af
function was thot amang memlers
‘khadi' dress predomineied and ol
eveon those erdivorily acrustomed to

Tidge included Dy Ambedlar, N
B L. Miitter, Mr Panikkar and- Mr
Zaldi, The Assembly secrclarial
aficinly were ol droased in "achkan
only 1he Depaty Sdovelary, My Tyab-
i, waere Pakiglanl turbam, Mony

Il was a pily that |

welemmed Mr Mavalankar, the 1%re-
tilent of the defuncl Cenfiral Asssm-
ly, who joined the House today
The new Ministers  whn wil]l be
gwore In tomorrow sal to the Jeft
{iCnatinped Onp Page 22 Cuel 13

Ea-opean coslume came in ‘pchlon. |

'Mountbatten Praises

HOMAGE TO THE FATHER OF .
THE NATION

Eloquent tributes to Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of the

{ition, were paid by India’s leaders during the transfer of |
wower ceremony in the Constituent Assembly on Thursday |

aiht.
Pardii Nehru, in iz cpeoch, refer-

of thp greatest man of our generofios
hog teen to wipe every lear from
fpery epe.” [n hiy Independence nel-
sage Lo the Nation, Pondit Nehru said:
¥ s Suecowding  gemeralions sl
bear the fraprint i their hearfs of thig
great pon’ of India, mogriifieent {3 his
fuich 1ud strengthi gwd cowrage ond
I"_.,Hm:u:u," :

O Brjendra Prosad said- "I!,].‘m:ﬂ.lnﬁ
represenifs that undying =pirgd W our
culiure pnd wmake-up wohich }m; ket
Indta abré throvgh viscimitudes of
history. He...cnabled us fo kond up
for fwatice, to clatm our birth-right of
freeden and ploced in our hends the
matchless and wafoiling weapon of
nan-vinlenee, which without arms and
crmamenls her wor ws the Invaleable
prize o' Swarej.. . ™

Sardir Patel sodd in My Independ-
Ence mainage: “We ore proud fo have
brought India fo ity poal and geclaim
the glonpis revulty achieved by a
Ivmg-pustained, peneeful snd nen-pria-

Een: mivepple nnder Gondhiii's inspdr-
iag leadsrahip”

A¢harya Kripalori said; "That [his

the |

j

ring to Candhifi said: “The embitiax |-

Holiday Neolice

En esfcbralion of Independencs
lHay, the offices of the "Hinduslan
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INEW STAR RISES IN THE
_ EAST

LEADERS TELL NATION OF TASKS
AHEAD

The appoinied day has wﬁa—ﬂm day appeinted by des-
tiny—-and India stands forth again after long slumber and

INDIA'S BIG THREFE—=Eurl Momibaiien, Govesnor-Genaral of

Inilia,
Pamwlil. Mehvn, Prime Mindster, and Dr Rajendrn Prasad, President of the

Canstitoent Assombly=—al the Gov ermoent Mouse where the iwos Tadion
teaders went afler  the midnight session ef the Constiluent Assembly
ip inform Earl Mounibatfen fhat the Constiluen! Assermbly had assuwmed
sovercign powers and had endorsed his appolntment a5 Governor-Genecal

(zovernors Sworn In

AsFreelndialsBorn

The new Governers of Indian provinees were sworn in at

L &
midnight on Thuarsday.

T  ihe mibdst of  rocilols
Finitni, Jiiln, Hiwdh,
Auaglimm  and SikKh  Hody Seripiures
Wrs Savoibsl Maldu was inswalied al
lacloow as Lhe sk Iockian Cover-
nor of e UP in & Pres lodis,

The oath ol allegienners and  wlliee
waeh  flmdniaensl by tho  Chisf Jus-
tice of Allahabead High Couit ln Hiu-
dl #ii ke ball reem ol  Govicmenl
doiise witleh wan Tully paddend, Afsr
Rir EwpAdAL=ln orrmAamony Alre  Sime
| Wil Makchi adminidtemod oain of ofice
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THE. PLEDGE

Aller the last stroke of mibdght
ali members af the Consilineni
Assambly flook ihe pledge of de-
tlieation @ the serviee of the -

tien, e people anidl the eadie of
Koz ey

Fram
Crirtnlimmng

The following is (he pledge:

{ gl secvoey Lo the  Premier. Pandil i this ssl

| Govinid Hallabh Pant, ind  1hree | the’ yeople of Mdla, thenugh st

ik Minisiers. WMr 5:1r‘.||'|-|'r:nnll'ld,! h"-.'inl and saorlfioe Ihﬂ"l‘t seclired

Bl 1I-l|==l'.':'. Mohammad Jbrehim and oo, L Bt g

“;'ﬁ {I; Ay Bagh, ber of the Constifuent Assemnbly
My Jalmmdas  Doulotram  was| 26 India, do dedicate myself in all

sworn  in ns Governur of Bipar ai| Dumility to the service of India

ind her people fo the end that

| Governmeit. House [n Patao st mid- this aneieni land atinin her right

pight tonighl. The ceremony ook in
iJT bl o nilnoles,

My Joiesmioss svtered ke hall  at
1i=38 pom.  elacl fm Khakl sherssa il
el ehnsi pyrama and sore o Gaisdl
cap. e wbhs grocbind  wikh slaoats ol
Jiip ddiopd @od  Swpafaetee Sharut B
Jag, e jock the aalh of alleginnog
in Ilindnsdion] and signed bl npowe m

ful amd honoured place in the
werld and make her full amd will-
ing contribution te the promedion

of worid" peace and the wellare of
manicind,”

| taken.
us, the history which we shall

|din, for al :
| mew sior rises, the star of Dreedom o
|the Fast, & new koo femes (nle Delng.

Dot seeiiomme brings

‘0o we gooand what shall be oure on

struggle, awake, vital, free and independent, says Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru in a message to the nation on Freedom Day,

“The past clings on to us still in some measure and we have
to do muech before we redeem the pledges we have =o often
Yet the turning point is past, history begins anew for
live and ‘act and others ' will
write about. '

1§ iz o gatedu) momant foc ug In In-
Agia and for the world, A

| Aftlee’s Greetin
To Nehru

My pollongues in the United King-

4.
wvistun losy  cherlabed matsrializes
Maw the ptar -oever seboand Uit hiope

never by helrmyod]
We mioice in thet fresdom, even

:r'|t|:|':l-|_.'.l| cuguils suricund vwi] gnd mary o i T st

! : T nsmeant n with o
of our peaple  ace sorrow-sirlchen dnh. Gove .1 4 }m_._ L me iy
| and giMonit probleme enonmpass e |seading oa Lis historic day greetingy

respmnsibizities
s burdens and we hove o feeco
them I the spirit of = [ree ood “dis-
clulived  prople
“On this day our fAsst theugphls

e Lo the architeel of this [receom,
ihe Faiher of our mallon who, &m-
badying (he old  spiritk  of  Indis.
hold aleft the torch of freedom : i
and lighted wp the dackness (hat |30 | prozpocily |
surronnded ws,  We have afion |80l in oso dodng
beem umworihy follewsrs aof his |coaivibute o the
and have sirayed from bis message, |Ppeacs and pros-
bol not ooly we bu!  sueceeding |pervily el b
gencrations ‘will remember Lhis [ world, suys Mr
miesage and hear thy bmpring s | Altles, Eritigh
theie hemdes af (his great, son  &f | Prime Minigter,
Indin, magnifiesnt i hix faith and |in o mesamges in
sirepglih and comrope and  PFumom- | Pandil Meeliru.

ard gnod  wrishes

to ths Covemn-
menlt  anid  ihe
Ebuuplﬂ of  India.
i iz e earnost
wigh that Indis G
may go forward s
in tranguillity (S

ity. We aball never allow - ihal | Pondlt  Nehri's
forch of [cecdom e be blawn oul. | reply Lo the M At
bawever Ligh the wind or -|.l|-rnlpi Piime Minkilet M Llilee

the tempagt, E
"y noxt thoughts mugt be of tho
unknowen valgntsers ainl. solliorg of

of the United Kingdums seid: On be-
jhalf of my colleagues [a Lhe Govern-
[ment of Indin and mysell T wish to

frosidom who, ‘wilhoo! pralse or - |eypress gur gratetul thonks for vour
word, have served Imdin even  unlo |\mesmagn of greeting on this hiztoele
-|'J-|'_J|"1.

Any whon Indin emerges inte Ireedom,
That freedom mimns much fo 08 kot
it alse means much to Asip and the
lworld. We hope o utillze ihat {iee-
{dom for the advanceriot of our-dwn
people a3 well as for the furiheTancs
of the peace and prosperidy . of the

“We think nlso of our brethers and
pisleore who hove heen 'cul off  fvom
us by politieml boundarics and i
uihapplly -epnoi share L preseni in
the freedom tha' has mome.  Thay
iew of os and will cemain of os whai-
rvel maoy hoppen, and we shall | e

FII'IH;mri in thely poed and i1 fortune world
alike )
“The fulnre beckons tn us. Wither The Al-Twlla Woemen's Cenferonoe

=gl enmet Lot lee GCalUA

by the Econtmis and Social Counil

af ihe ULN.O. along with olher neonos
L !|.11'JI!.|‘ Agencies —Hisijer

deoveur? Ta briug Irecdom  aned
pparienily 1o the copsnon maon. to
{Confioueg on Page 20 Col. 1)

Devanagarl

Alley the Chlel Secnctury read out
e warant of appolinimenst Jo Flindi-
slanl, the Chief Juslies of Poina High
Court abministesed the nath of alie-
Einbice aumie ollber,

All tho Minlsiers
the Provibeis] Cangrossy uipamil e
mnd prominent  coffitlals smd  pan-oill-
clals were present of LUhe oalh af aite-

L Meesdent of

rE-"'J'Ig-\
3
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syaluahls

Times®™ will remain closed on
Fridiy, Aggust 15 187, Thers
wifl, therefore, be na issun of
the ‘“"Hindusion Times" dated
Saturiay, Auguel 1§, TSI

For the liel o in the bilstery of the
reecinen,  Gevemnmenl Slicers, oxeop
n_:li':.rn- oileers aliended a  [oncidon al
Crovernmanl Hoolsse b Inddian dissss
The Covernor of VWest Benoal M
Rajingnpalachari, fragl  Liis '|.:“|_;|-|,-|] iH
Mi=iwters, headed by Df P.C Ghosh,
Wl gWorn in &8l Gaveraomenl Heuse
In Caleuble &t midnight toeiny
— i

THE NEW
CABINET

The New Cabinet, which will fune. |
Hon from August 15, will corsiu u:|
{tho fellowing members. Thelr port-
folios aré indicated opposite Eheir |

Helpful Attitude
Of Indian Press

I send my greelings and  best
wishes in the I=eliagn Fress and (o
all your readers on ihis hislorkc
gaveE Lord Mounibaiien,

Governor-General of (he Bodianm [0 o,
Dominlan, in a message, Jompeherln! Netorw  Prime Minister
Ho adds; I iz good (o kEew, External Affalrs and Commonwaealih

that paper resiviellons have been
relaxed 10 snabla special Indopen- |-'3|
fenee Doy numbers o be peodue- |

il pmid Juwsiice tn be don= (o @ |

Relations; Scieatite Ressgreh

irdnr Vallablibiiod Patel: Horne: In-
fermotion and Broadcasting: Stites
|#r Rayendra Prazed: Food ond Agri-

Rrcal  ooccmsben, aultiire,
T would like (o pay my iribuie |Mowiong Abeil Kolewm Azod: Educa-
in ihe constroctive attitude of the | fion

Dr John Matthoi! Rallways snd Trons-

| part
dardar Daldew Stagh: Defonce,
|&hri Jegiiven Rem: Labour.

Prese daring my bhrief bot erawd-
el term of affloe as Vieeror, Upon
the Press has fallem lhe heavy
r=soponsibility for lkeeping the
public well-informed abowt ong (Mr O H. Bhabhs: Commeree.

of the most compiéx polilieal and |Mr Ref Ahmad Kidwai: Communica-
adminisirative oaperatisns in ks | tiooe

tary. By ophoelding falr comment Rajkeumnar: Amef Kour: Hesléh

amil 'I:ll““T?!F rl'.illtﬂl'li!h “llt lll’ﬂr Hli 'E}Irr‘ﬁ-ﬁﬁﬂ Al?'.brdt:rr' L,

ngually wvilal pa o Ay in |ahrl K. K. Shonmi TRty =
future. There can be mo olfher R LAy i
muoraniee to a malien's  wellare
than o froe Press in (ke service
af & freep nallen

| @nce

Dr Byama Prarad Mookerii: Indusirles
I ind Eu!:p]n-q

[Shri NV, Qodgil; Weorks, Mines and
IFrml P g

s bRbCREss | LUCKNOW RESIDENCY
FLAG LOWERED

LADY MOUNTRATTEN | pnoxnow, Aug 13—The cnly

During the past fve months I bave [Figg in the Britlsh Empire which nas |
pble to see for myseld whol @ | pever been loweted sicce 1057—the
cantribulion the Prees | Unlon Jock Autivrine on  Lucknow
Eax made 1o ik greatl evenls | Hesidency—wing Fistiad dorn  laxt
we &Bre now  celebreting, and I have [pight, abour 24 hours  befors fhe
also been most impressed by Lhe space | tronsfer of power from Britiah o In-
and ireaimend-given 1o oll those seti. |dinn hans
vities sffodiing 'he boalih, eddcation | The houlingsdown  coramony  was |
and soclal weifam of ihe peopld, saxs | kept a guarded secrer by the military
Lady ~ Moun'listlen in a messsgn. She | gulhocitiss,
adds; Thore remalns a limitless ficld rien  Jack on
for progrese in which unitsd affort | House, Lusokneow, wag hrvered
must be mads to achiove an assured, | altermoon  with the deparfiure frem
happy aod full dfe for every man, | the city of Sir Francds Wylic, the [nst
waman and child in this vest eoun- | Hrilish Coverner of the P,
iry. On this depends lirgely her fu. | The Indian National Flag will ke
e feacurity, gma‘!:l_-ril_}' anid  righi= J".ﬂi::!ﬂ‘ o Government Houge by Mrs
ful rli:dvl..- in the world Progress Is not iﬂﬁlﬂ-‘ll Haldu fomorzow mn:‘nlng.—rl
ponfine kin

Lrovermmieni
thig

to one territory  aloma, bul
as witiy India’s lezd 1A snii-malarmial
wark, ‘e of worldwide simificance. A1

MOUNTBATTEN AWARDED |
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. (Imdopendance) he. been posmible i8| iy tlne when the eyes of the world
i due ta the inapiting leadership of |.are on this gw“t?l I ook forward i FARLDDM i — -
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o STORIES CONTINUEDON =PWM
INSIDE | GD BIRLA KM MUNSHI M SUBRAMANIAM KM PANIKKAR
Entrepreneur Educationist e Journalist Firsteditor of HT 2pa

On August 15, 1947 Hindustan Times
published a special edition to mark
India’s Independence with pieces from
eminent thinkers of the time. We bring
to you exclusive articles from that issue

to mark 75years of Independence. DURGA DAS

' Formereditor, HT sp2a

GB PANT
Freedom fighter spa

ARTHUR MOORE

Journalist

p8

NR MALKANI
Lawyer apl
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Journey’s end

POTLIGHT

Hindustan Times

o€ COLLECTOR'S EDITION @

On August 15, 1947 Hindustan Times published a special edition to mark India's Independence with pieces from eminent
thinkers of the time. We bring to you exclusive articles from that issue to mark 75 years of Independence.
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Durga Das

FORMER EDITOR, HINDUSTAN TIMES

beginning

of another

ABOUT THE
AUTHOR

In order to know
what arare
journalist Durga
Das was, and the
extraordinary role
played by him in
the country’s
history during the
stirring times, one
has to read his
E00-page
fascinating and
whaolly absorhing
book [more his
memair) titled
“Incia Fram Curzon
To Nehru And
After, first
published in early
1964. The material
for the book,
according to Das, is
based on his 20
million words of
straight reporting,
features, analysis
and comments,
besides half a
million of words in
the form of notes
in shorthand,

A

reedom has dawned. It has broken
in upon us earlier than most Indi-
ans expected, much earlier than
| any Briton imagined. It is the
greatest event in India’s long and
. chequered history since it marks
the end of the L0DO-vear-old subjection 1o
the rule of a succession of foreign congquer-
Ors.

It has happened because India had made
up her mind to close the chapter of her slav-
ery: it has come about suddenly because Brit-
ons made up their mind that their Indian
business had become a liability and they
must cut their losses,

World War | left Britain shaken but not
insolvent. The income from its foreign
investments and services filled the adverse
gap in Imports and exports,

World War [l has impoverished that coun-
try. To hold India, Britain had neither the
material strength nor moral. Labour, which
came to power as a result of the internal
soclal revolution im England, did not suffer
from imperialist inhibitions and has seen
their country’s salvation in quitting India.

Apparently, it is an orderly withdrawal
but Britons in India have done their bit
scuttle the ship of State. Only Mountbatten
has artempted to stop the leaks so that it may
keep afloat.

To change the metaphor John Bull is not
handing over to us a governing concern.
India under British rule was solidly knit,
politically and administratively. The British
plan of June 3 divided it into India and Paki-
stan and permined the 600 and odd states 1o
become independent. This was a division
with a vengeance. The entire British admin-
istration, built on a "steel frame”, has been
suddenly withdrawn and the successors are
told that they can pick up its Indian parts and
piece them together.

The State is far from solvent. The coun-
try's economic resources can feed and
clothe only 300 out of 400 million, Since
18040, the population has outpaced the coun-
try's economic development for long, the
joint family system served as a cushion to
soften the blow: latterly we have lived by
continuously reducing the living standards
of the masses. Now starvation stares mil-

lions in the face. This is the direct result of

the colonial economy British administrators
pursued in this country. Had it not been for
the enterprise of Indian businessmen, who
built up industries despite heavy odds, the
economic crisis would have oocurred ear-

lier. Butr whatever good Indian enterprise
had done was more than neutralised by the
meanner India's resources were used by Brit-
ain for World War 1L With the use of the
motives of profit and employment, this
country was denuded of goods and marteri-
als 1o such an extent that today inflation is
the biggest single danger to the stability of
the State and cormuption the worst canker in
the body politic. About three million lives
wer lost in the Bengal famine. And now the
worst blow has been the division of the
country, separating its agricultural areas
from the industrial.

INTANGIBLE ASSETS

The assets we are inheriting are mostly the
intangible ones - a well-organised adminis-
trative system, a large bady of trained public
servants, experienced in the working of par-
liamentary institutions, a mastery of the
English language so useful for international
contacts and commerce, modern business
methods and a sound modern banking sys-
terny, I Bricain had wanted 1w hold on o India
it would have had 1o become a blood bank for
the next 15 years since this country needs
investment of about 15,000 crores to be reju-
venated. The Tara-Birla plan has made that
clear. Such an investment was impossible for
Britain, living as she is on American doles,
and the business would have been hazardous
with the entire Indian people in revolt againsg
foreign rule. Why, even judged by what
Franklin Roosevelt did during the war and
the average American’s growing interest in
India's freedom, Britain would have found it
impossible to hold India in defiance of world
opinion. In predicting over the liquidation of
the British empire, Mr Clement Atlee has
thus been a truer Briton than the fulminating
Churchill. The Swaraj that has dawned has
conjured up before the poor the prospect of
Ram raj. for the middle class of assured
employment, for the upper middle class of
power, and for aristocracy self-respect. The
road by which India has travelled to the goal of
freedom has been long and hazardous. Bui
there were a few Englishmen who had the
vision (o see the ultimate end of British rule.
First among them was Macaulay who fore-
saw that education in English and contact
with British institutions would make the nim-
ble-minded Indian absorb their system and
ultimately demand sell-government. Ripon
laid the foundation for popular rule by intro-
ducing local self-eovernment. Edwin Mon-

STINKING NAMES

WHAT HAILEY SAID

tagu appreciated the need for specifving
responsible government as the goal of British
policy in India. Irwin defined the goal as
Dominion Status, Churchill under the stress
of war acknowledged India’s right to frame
her own constitution and to leave the Com-
monwealth while also suggesting that the
Muslim majority arcas could secede from the
country. Atlee resolved on quitting India by
June 1948, Mountbatien advanced the date to
August 15, 1947, vivisecting the country and
making India and Pakistan two separate
dominions in the bargain.

There have also been Britons whose
names stink - Curzon and Willingdon,
O’ Dwyer and Dyer, Hallet and Mudie. They
boasted that thev had crushed nationalism
and the Congress. They were the heroes of
the average Britons in India who would
never entertain the idea of this country
becoming free. Coming from a class-ridden
British society, the middie-class Englishman
found fulfilment in playing the aristocrat in
India. the proper middle-class man in play-
ing royalty, and the anistocrat in building up
his family prestige. These Britons honestly
thought that India offered an ideal country
for permanent over-lordship. Their study of
the succession of foreign rulers had con-
vinced them that the main cause of the
downtall of former empires was that in
India’s climate, the ruling class lost its virility
and soon merged into the ocean of Indian
humanity. 5o they devised a system under
which British public servants, as well as busi-
nessmen working in India, would retire after
30 years, griving plkace to new blood. And they
gave the public servant conditions of
employment which made him economically
sheltered and, with the advent of English
women, he also became socially exclusive,

During 30 years of close contact with
seores of British civil servants in India, |
found only one who had the vision to see
what was coming. That was 5ir Malcom Hai-
ley, now Lord Hailey, Once when I had a
gquiet lunch with him at Government House,
Lucknow, he said: “The only party which can

be our successor is the Congress. It alone is
developing the strength to hold the reins of
government. Administration requires char-
acter and that comes to a people ready 1o
make sacrifices for their ideals. The malug-
dars and zamindars of the UP whom we call
natural leaders are an effete body, if [ want
any one of them to donarte a lakh of rupees
for a public cause, he will not donate an anna
on his own. So0. you see, why we fight the
Congress™

LINLITHGOW'S DREAM

But as late as 1944, two days before he
departed from India at the end of the longest
Vicerovalty, Lord Linlithgow talked to me in
these terms in answer [o a question as to
what he visualised India's future would be, "]
think it will take India 50 vears to be com-
pletely self-governing. This country is a
three-legged stool, the three legs being Hin-
dus, Muslims and the British. If vou remove
one leg, the stool will fall. The British will
provide the necessary leaven to make the
Parliamentary institutions work and grow.
Now that air-conditioning has made life tol-
erable, a large British community should set-
tle down in India and make it their home.
That way lies India’s salvation.”

The reason why Britons were 50 confident
of their permanent position in India was
their beliel thar the svstem of government
they had built up was shockprool. On Hindu
society, divided into castes, had been super-
imposed by the Moghuls a thick layer of the
aristocracy. Without dismurbing this setup
the British further imposed on the soructure
a thick layer of Indian bureaucracy and a top
layer of British bureaucracy. Every Indian in
the Government’s employ received several
times his marketvalue besides an opportu-
nity for earning free grants of land and titdes
and for employment for his children and cor-
ruption. There was the overall attraction of
prestige attached to the official class, Gov-
ernment officials by offering contracts to
their favourites and British businessmen by
affering import and export agencies to Indi-
ans further strengthened their hold on the
country’s caste and class leadership.

In Britain, parliament is supreme and in
America the Supreme Court. But to this day
the executive has been supreme in India.

Pandit Jawaharlal Nebhruand HE Lord Archibald Wavell, during a meeting.

Syed Ali Zaheer, Jagjivan Ram, Subhas Chandra Bose, Asaf Ali, Dr Rajendra Prasad. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.
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The Swaraj that has dawned
has conjured up before

the poor the prospect of
Ram raj, for the middle class
of assured employment, for
the upper middle class of
power, and for aristocracy,
self-respect. The road by
which India has travelled

to the goal of freedom has
been long and hazardous.

The article, titled “Journey's end — beginning
of another', as it was published in the
Hindustan Times on August 15, 1947,
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Thus even the judiciary and the administra-
ton functioned subject o the overriding con-
sideration of loyalty to British rule. Thart is
why justice was generally denied in political
cases and the administration threw all its
codes to the winds in dealing with disloyal
elements and in showing preference o the
lowal. This phase of execttive Supremacy was
at its worst during the last war with the
result that the administrative machine has
become corrupt to the core, leaving a terrible
legacy for the successor government.

India in winning her freedom has contrib-
uted something unique to the known history
of mankind and has been influenced by the
doctrine of "might is right”. The Macedonian
spear, the Spanish sword, the British gun-
powder, the German flying bomb and the
American atom bomb have been weapons ol
destruction invented by man's ingenuity, The
weapon of Satyagraha is India’s contribution
and its success against the mightest Empire
in the worlkd has opened a new chapter in the
history of man’s liberation. Believing in its
etficacy several hundred thousands were
shot down and hundreds flogged.

This novel weapon of the oppressed peo-
plewas invented by Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi in fighting the battle of his people in
South Africa against the racial tyranny of the
Whites. Its success there emboldened its
Inventor to iy it on a mass scale in his home-
land-India. Since in the English language he
did not find an equivalent expression,
Mahatma Gandhi translated it as “non-vic-
lent non-cooperation.” And when he first
announced this movement the then British
Viceroy, Lord Chelmsford, called it “the most
loolish ol all foolish schemes.”

India’s freedom movement Is thus largely
a chronicle of Gandhi and his leadership.
The Indian National Congress was born in
1885 and unril 1906 its aim as described by
Surendra Nath Banerjee was to secure by
petitioning and arguing the increasing asso-
clation of Indians with the administration.
For the next 14 years, itasked for responsible
government and offered responsive co-oper-
ation. The new goal was set by Dadabhai
Naoroji who asked for Swaraj or “the system
of government obtaining n sell-governing
British colonies.” The policy of responsive
co-aperation was inspired largely by Tilak.
The Rowlatt Act, the Punjab disturbances,
the Martial Law regime and the Jalliamwala
Bagh massacre brought Gandhi ji on the
scene. powerfully assisted by Malaviva, Moti-
lal and CRD Hartal. as a political weapon,
and satyagraha was first used as a protest
against the Punjab atrocities in 1920, From
1522 onward Congress pursued the policy of
non-cooperation. asking first for Dominion
Status, next for independence and finally
demanding thar Britons quit India.

FAR-SEEING BRITONS

A few Tar-seeing Britons visualised the
potentiality of the Congress movement when
the wave of nationalism rose in Bengal
against the partition of the provinee in 1905
and spread 1o other parts of the country, k-
ing the form of a swadeshi movement. Some
Britons inspired the birth of the AllIndia
Muslim League as a counterforce. It was the
Home Member of the Government of India
who drew up a memorandum which the Aga
Khan and others signed asking for separate
electorates, The Minto-Morley reforms were
thus vitiated. This evil genius said to himself:
"I have sown a seed which will flower in a
generation and vield biter fruit.”

From the day when the Aga Khan Deputa-
tion signed on the dotted line, Indian politics
has been a series of conflicts between the
British and the Congress. The British have a
genius for giving a moral cover to their poli-
cies. In this martter, they satisfied their con-
science by saying: “the Muslim is the under-
doe, We must save him from the Hinduw.”
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Muslim leaders said to the Congress: “This
business of separate electorares is a tempo-
rary evil. We shall discard it as soon as we
are more advanced.”

Congress leaders knew that the British
were trying the game of *‘divide and rule’ but
they submitted to the pleading of their Mus-
lim friends.

LUCKNCOW PACT

The Lucknow Pact of 1916 was thus borm.
It recognised separate electorates and gave
substantial weightage to Muslims where
they were in a minority and to somew hat
counterbalance it reduced their majority in
Bengal and the Punjab. The Britisher
expressed himself horrified at this ‘injustice’
to the Muslims, so the Montagu-Chebmsfiord
Report and the Government of India Act of
1219 tore up the Pact and the Scheme and,
outbidding the Congress, gave the Muslims
higher representaticn in Benzal and the Pun-
jab, while retaining the weightage in the
other provinces. About this time Gandhiji
came on the scene as an active political force.
The Punjab atrocities had vitated the atmos-
phere in which the Montford Reforms were
launched. The war had resulted in the dis-
memberment of the Ottoman Empire.

Gandhiji espoused the cause of Ehilafat.
He had a Khilafat deputation to the Viceroy
in January 1920, and fafling to get satisfac-
tion, actually launched a non-cooperation
movement in defence of Khilafar. The effect
was eleciric. Muslim divines and masses all
rallied to the Congress flag; even the Muslim
League changed its politics and lined wp with
the Congress. The effect of this unity did not
last long. The Khilafat issue became dead
with Turkey's abandonment of religious
leadership and her emergence as an inde-
pendent republic. Hindu-Muslim riots
occurred in many towns beginning with
Multan, The Punjab cauldron began to boil
with communalists’ activities. A new cry
rose. The Muslims asked for better represen
tation in the Central Legislamire, reservation
in public services, a majority in the Punjab
and Bengal legislatures, the carving out of
Sind as a separate province and reforms in
the N\WFPE.

Since the All-India Muslim League had
become a nationalist body and BMr MA Jin-
nah, its permanent President, favoured joint
electorates, another ad hoc orzanisationwas
set up by Muslim loyalists. This, too, was
headed by the Aga Khan. It was called the
All-parties’ Muslim Conference. The Simon
Commission and the British Government
overnight accepted this body as the true
spokesman of Muslim India. A unity confer-
ence almost succeeded in finding a solution
but the Secretary of Stare torpedoed it by
offering Muslims a littdle more. The Commu-
nal Award given by Premier MacDonald and
a resolution making reservations inthe servi-
cea followed. It was said that thatwas the last
word in appeasing the Muslims.

Certainly, Fazl-FHussain, the inspiration
for the award, meant it. But he died leaving
the loyalist proup leaderless. Then came the
general election of 1936-37 leading to the
establishment of Congress ministries in six
provinces, The Congress inthe UP made the
mistake of allowing its Muslim members to
seek elections on the Muslim League ticket.
This province alone returned a fair number
of Muslim Leaguers, Pandit Nehru failed to
accommodate Chaudhury Ehaliq- wz-Zaman
and Mawas Bmall Khan in the Ministry, That
annoyed Mr Jinnah. The British authorities
saw their opportunity and directed Premier
Sikandar Hayat Khan and Premier Fazlul
Haq to po under Mr Jinnah's umbrella. This
strengthened the League and the Lahore res
olation asking for the separare Muslim states
was drafted by the Punjab Premier.

APPEASING JINNAH

Meanwhile, World War II broke out. The
Congress was threatening to disr pt the war
effort. The order went forth that Mr Jinnah
must be played up. For the first ime, Mr Jin-
nah was treated as a rival to the Congress in
the talks the Viceroy held with Gandhiji and
Dr Rajendra Prazad representing the Comn-
gress and Mr Jinnah representing the
League. The talks failed and the Viceroy,
Lord Linlithgow ., announced on August 3,
1940, placing veto in Mr Jinnah's hands. For
some time Mr Jinnah's tactics annoved Brit-
ish officials. At one tme it looked like they
would break the League leader. Premier Sik-
andar Hayat went to Bombay to disrupt the
party. But at the last-minute word came from
the Viceroy that for high imperial considera-
tions Mr.Jinnah's authority must be kept up.
Lord Linlithgow is reported to have said:
“Jinnah is arrogant, insufferable but he is the
answer to the Congress.”

The Japanese conguest of Burma and
President Roosevelt’s pressure made even
Mr Churchill reconsider his attitude towards
India. The Cripps proposals made in March,
1912, ostensibly intended to appease the Con-
gress for the first ime, gave realty to the
demand for Pakistan. The Cabinet Mission
Plan only covered it up with a thin veneer.
The Mountbatten Plan conceded it.

The Lahiore resolution was drawn up by
the Punjab Leaguers, the word Pakistanwas
applied to the Lahore resohution by the Pun-
jab nationalist Press, the ‘two-nation” theory
was first pronounced by Savarkar, the theory
of secession was invented by the Indian
Office in Whitehall. Mr Jinnah's contribution
to the achievement of Pakistan is the con-
summate way in which he practised black-
mail and encouraged Hindu-bating, He knew
the British people did not want to part the
power and that the Congress was ina hurry

o Zet pOWET.
“A CHILD OF A CCIDENT™

Instead of outright rejection of the princi-
ple of secession embodied in the Cripps pro-
posals, the Congress Working Committee
under Pandit Mehru's inspiration formulated
the theory of the Congress not wishing to
ooerce any parties to join the Union against
their established will. Then followed the
“CR" formula conceding the principle of Pak-
istan and the Gandhi- Jinnah talks based on
this formula. During the negotiations with

the Cabinet Misslon, Maulana Azad pro-
pounded the theory of a minimal Centre and
grouping and it was embodied in the plan of
May 16. At one stage the League seemed 1o
have lost the game when the Congress
formed the Interim Government. Bur Pandit
Mehru relaxed and allowed Lord Wavell to
see Mr Jinnah over his head. Later, when the
Leazue joined the Interim Governmment, the
Viceroy failed to get a written undertaking
from Mr Jinnah that the League would join
the Constituent Assembly. Next Pandit
Mehru went to London and agreed to further
medification of the May 16 plan in the hope
of appeasing the league. Finally, feeling frus-
trated by the activities of the League inside
the Government, and overwhelmed by com-
munal warfare, Pandit Nehru and his col
leagues agreed to the country’s partition. All
this bappened because the Congresswas in
a hurry to get freedom. Mr Jinnah cashed in
on the British promises to the Muslims. Mr
Jinnah is thus a child of accident. History
will not assign him the greatness that con-
temporary opinion is inclined to thrust on
him. Literally, Pakistan is a gift from the Brit-
ish. It has not been earned by sacrifices: it is
largely the result of political blackmail. No
people have yet reached up to a great State
on such foundations.

GANDHI I'S LEADERSHIP

What history will chronicle at length is the
manner [ndia won her freedom, and that
chronicle will be woven almost entirely
around the personality of Mahatma Gandhi.
In the first three decades, the Congress
movement was confined to the intellectual
classes. During the following decade (1910
1920) it became the movemnent of the intelli-
gentsia. Tilak's cry of “home rule is my birth-
right” and Mrs Sarojin Naidu's call for *self-
expression, self-realization and self-
determinatdon™ (I heard it for the first ime In
Bradlaugh Hall, Lahore, in 1216) stimulated
great interest among the educated classes.
When Gandhiji took up the country’s leader-
ship he made the Congress a movement of
the masses. It was in 1515 that Poet Tagore
first called Gandhi ji a Mahatma. The apt title
became a great asset in carrying across his
appeal to the masses. He symbolized in his
person renunciation and truthwhich make
the greatest appeal to the Indian masses. He
became in the people’s eyes an avatar. But
Gandhiji's main task was to launch a two-
pronged attack on British power. He clearly
understood that economic ties provided the
main motive force for British rule. He
attacked these with the cry for Khadi and
boyeott of forelgn goods. He also realised
that the pillars of British rule were the
classes, which provided men with services
and processions. So he called for the bovcott
of schools, Colleges, courts and legislatures,
and the surrender of titles. For a time he suc-
ceeded remarkably but soon a reaction set in.
S0 strong has been the hold of the British
insttutions that the main struggle inside the
Congress has been fought on the coundll-en-
iry and council-boycott programmes. Parlia-
mentary activity and civil discbedience thus
alternated in the struggle for freedom. But
never during the ups and downs of the Con-
gress struggle did the country or the Con-
gress lose faith in Gandhi ji's leadership or
his method of warfare. The British paid him
the compliment of encouraging the Muslim
League ultimately to turn against the Con-
gress the very weapons Gandhi ji had used
against the Britdsh, and to shape their ideolo-
gles to suit that of the Congress.

WORK IN LEGISLATURES

Fortunately Gandhi ji had two sets of
workers for the parliamentary and non-par-
liamentary activities and they never lost comn-
tact with each other because of their com-
mon allegiance to Gandhi ji. From the point
of view of effective nationalist propaganda in
India and abroad and for demoralising the
force of the Government, the work of Con-
gressmen in the legislatures especially at the
Centre, proved very effective. Pandit Motilal
Nehrn and Mr Bhulabhai Desal as leaders of
the Opposition in the Central Assembly, Mr
Vithalbhai Patel as the first elected President
of the Central Assembly and Mr Satyamurt
as the most skilful “snipe shooter™ did a lot to
shiake British morale.

Few realise the full significance of the part
played by the Indian Press in winning the
battle for freedom.

By habit and upbringing, a Briton is sensk
tive to Press criticism even more than o plat-
form attacks. Gandhi ji. too, did as much to
demoralize the ruling power by his political
campalgns as by his writings in Young Indisn
and Harljan. It was in the Assembly that Pan-
dit Motilal Nehm, while demanding a round-
table conference based on Dominion Status
extracted from Sir Malcolm Hafley the con-
fession that the responsible government
promisad under the August 1917 declaration
wias not the same thing as Dominion Status.
[t was in this forum that excesses of officials
against political prisoners and workers were
exposed to the full blaze of publicity, and the
repeated throwing out of the Finance Bill
made the world realize that there was some-
thing radically wrong with theway India was
being governed. But the srength of the pres-
sure inside the legislature was largely the
reflection of the strength of the political
movement outside. That is why Gandhi ji
throughout felt that the real battle for free-
dom must be fought outside the legislatures,
In this, his staunchest Lisutenants were Pan-
dit Nehru, Sardar Patel and Dr Rajendra
Prasad.

Gandhiji and the Congress became synon-
ymous terms at the Nagpur Congress in 1520
when the new Congress constitution drafred
by Gandhiji was adopted and the goal of Swa-
raj “within the British Empire if possible and
without it, if necessary” was adopted. This
was the last Congress session at which Mr
Jinnah figured. He opposed the new Con-
gress goal and also the induction of religion
into Congress politics lhustrated by the Con-
gress support for the Khilafat movement.

REPUBLIC IDEA

The first suggestion that India should
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interpretation
of the flag

he new flag is merely an improvement upon the original. The
spinning wheel has its undoubted honoured place on it. The
wheel on the improved pattern bereft of the spindle and the
mai may not be counted as a defect if it is purely due to the exi-
pencies of art. After all, every picture has to leave something for the
imagination. The spinning wheel in the picture has no slivers with the
spinners at work on it. These are left for the imagination to fill in. This
rule applies as well to the improved edition of the original. This con-
celved iImprovement must appear purely innocent to an unbiased
mind. This Tricolour with the wheel will certainly consist of hand
spun and handwoven khadi. Our country has called it khadi whether
it iswoven from hand-spun cotton or silk. When the original concep-
tion is kept intact no one has the right to cavil at a touch of art. We
must not be deliberately inartistic. When the country was at war with
forelgn power the fact of being so engaged was in itself a work of art.
Now that it has succeeded there must be a place for art though per-
haps of a lower type yet quite useful to perpetuate the memory of the
valour such as is open to a weak nation. If any further but not incon-
sistent interpretations are added to this indispensable interpretation
the additions will certainly be harmiless. It is undoubtedly open to a
rich mind to see in the same colours a suitable meaning. The unity of
deslgn lies in the diversity of colours in the whole universe. Some will
recall through the wheel the name of that Prince of Peace, Asola, the
founder of an empire who ultimately gave up the pomp and clrcum-
stance of power to become the undisputed emperor of the hearts of
men and became the representative of all the then known faiths, We
would call it a legitimate interpretation of the wheel to seek in it the
Wheel of Law ascribed to that living store of mercy and love.

The spinning wheel thus interpreted adds to its importance in the
life of billions of mankind. To liken it to and to derive it from the Asoka
disc is to recognise in the insignificant-looking Charkha the necessity
of obeying the ever-moving Wheel of the Divine Law of Love.

I-lll'h-h [T — Wy R

"""""" A B .

FLAG ¢ e
s OF INDEPENDENT INDIA

) TR
WITH Hl'\ﬂE CHANGE

ML g LE.l-r-lll.'_'- FlEDG LOYALTY

Tod \‘TH].\ 1"- Exsac

UNANINOUS 5 SUPY
VKT pi
NENRIrs RF‘"iI'PL.l' ?‘J'IJ‘:JH

B e

..._l:. "I 3 'l|--|.||...q|._ :;;:-'—:
i S i el g (i 'n.:':';;_ —ally iy - et T 1]
. e i, gy e Bl i g gl 1 - b T T =
e B o i o e Pl i R T R | SEFARNErRE
o o o ke, g ™ BHARIAR BLDTES 1y “lu MK BLOCK =

— e o Sk e BLiw KAl

X way Tl.'.l DA

= —. o Y Fusben
=y & i

!
T

T
]hr
|

|

s
i

il
|

i

T
il
rI

g

i T o

" - '-P
XATIONAL £Lag

L a fome . . _. . :-‘:_ 3 : ”
.__,'._ X L — = o 3
e e - = = The Republic of Ingia
_-__'.'l'l-;-'_lhl-lf.rl- [ — = -'_'"Tl-l: .lh-“:i
o = LR -+ o S
e t'EH i3 L "':i- Etrn-.n

The article titled ‘Flag of Independent India’ was published in the Hindustan Times on

Harijan— Aug 3,1947

become a republicwas made at the Ehila-
fat Conference in Karachi. A special session
of the Congress under the presidentship of
Lala Lajpat Rai accepted the policy of non-
violent non-cooperation. The Ahmedabad
Congress in December, 1921, while rejecting
the goal of independence evolved the first
revolutionary prozramme by sanctioning
civil disobedience and investing Gandhi ji
with the sole executive authority of the
Congress with power to appoint succes-
s0rs. The next session at Gaya proclaimed
allegiance to Gandhiji and the programme
of non-cooperation. When the non-cooper-
ation movement subsided, communal dis-
tirbances started, In September, 1923, a
special Congress session allowed the Swa-
rajists to capture the legislatures. In
December, 1924 Gandhi ji presided over the
Belzaum session of the Congress. [twas at
his insistence that Jawaharlal Nehru was
made the working secretary of the Con-
gress and thus lie started his political
career. In September, 1925, Gandhi ji found
his other colleagues engrossed in parlia-
mentary activity and organised the All-In-
dia Spinners’ Association, The Independ-
ence resolution was successfully opposed
by Gandhi ji at the Gauhati Congress in
1526, but a vear later, It was adopted- at the
Madras Congress. In December, 1528, Pan-
dit Motilal presiding over the Calcutta Con-
gress still pleaded for Dominion Stams, but
Jawaharlal and Subhias Bose combined and
defeated him in favour of a resolution stat-
ing that “If Dominion Status is grantsd by
the end of 1923, India would demand inde-
pendence”.
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INDEPENDENCE RESOLLTTION

Lord Irwin announced on October 31,
1929, that Dominion Status was the natural
goal of India’s political evolution and Indian
leaders were invited to a roundtable confer-
ence, Gandhi ji, Motlal, Jinnah, Sapru and

August 15, 1947,

VI Patel met the Viceroy, and since there
was no definite promise of Dominion Status
the Lahore Congress voted on December 29,
1929, for complete Independence, and at
Zzero hour on Decemnber 21 Pandit Jaw ahar-
lal unfurled the flag of independent India.
Therefore, January 26 has become the day
on which the Independence Pledge is
remembered by Congressmen. There fol
lowred another civil disobedience movemnent
in which over 100,000 were Imprizoned. In
the Gandhi-Irwin Pact of March 4, 1931,
Gandhi jiattended the Second Round Table
Conference as the sole representative of the
Congress. Mothing came of it except Gandhi
ji's resolve to fast unto death if separate
electorates were proposed for the depressed
classes. What was feared happened and
Gandhi ji undertook the fast. This led to the
Poona Pact which deprived the British of the
second line retreat they were building up for
maintaining their hold on India. Had the
determination that Gandhi ji showed then
been shown by the authors of the Lucknow
Pact, the Pakistan problem too would not
hawe arisen.

CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY

I May. 1534, the Swaraj Party became an
integral part of the Congress organisation
because Gandhi ji realised that the parliz-
mentary mentality had seized Congress lead-
ers. In October, 1934, Gandhiji severed his
official connection with the Congress since
Its Session in Bombay threw out the creed of
non-violence, As a sop to Gandhiji the Con-
gress resolved 1o set up a Village Industries
Association. But Gandhiji stll remained the
muide and mentor of the Congress. In Decem-
ber 1933, Jawaharial, presiding over the Faiz-
pur session, for the first ime demanded a
Constimuent Assembly for India, The various
provinces inwhich Congress Ministries were

In poweer adopted this demand through their
legislatures.

Mahatma Gandhiwith his secretary Mahadev Desai during an assembly of the Indian National Congress in

Bombay, in 1942,

CETTY IMAGES

INDIAN STATES

The Congress had, under Gandhi ji's
advice, abstained from interfering in the
affairs of the Indian States, but by openly
supporting Lord Willingdon's action against
the Congress, the States broke the unwritten
pact. Writing on December 3, 15938 Gandli ji
gaid: “If the Princes believe that the good of
the people is also their good they would
gratefully seek and accept Congress assist-
ance, It is highly in their interest to cultivate
friendly relations with an organization
which bids fair in the future, notvery distant,
to replace the Paramount Power.” Appar-
ently, this advice left the States uninfluenced
in that the Tripura Congress held In March
1939 resolved to support the people’s move-
ment in the States.

What has happened since the outbreak of
the war in recent history.

Besides the pressure of the Congress the
British were appealed to repeatedly by
Franklin Roosevelt and also by Marshal Chi-
ang Kai-shek to satisfy India’s thirst for free-
dom. But Churchill was unrelenting and Lin-
lithgow malicious. The August 1942 move-
ment frightened the British. who saw in it the
shades of the 1857 mutiny. and tried to
unloosen the knots but was outwitted by the
League-civilian combination. Mountbatten
cut the knot. But as Lord Bailey said recently
in the House of Lords, speaking on the Indian
Independence Bill, if the amount of drive and
determination which Mountbatten showed
in dividing India had been shown earlier,
there would have been no partition.

DIE CAST

S0 long as there were only two camps in
India — the British and the Congress — the
former thought it could fight bur the British
with their own hands set up a separate camp
for the League. They soon discovered that
there were none left in the British camp and
that they must pack up and depart. In doing
so they have done their bit for their friends.”
Perhaps they expect to linger on in Pakistan
for some time longer as a reward for their
services to Jinnah. The British can claim a
spurions victory in that they have manoeu-
vred to make India, too, 2 Dominion. The
very Jawaharlal Nehru who built his popu-
larity on Leftist politics and as the spearhead
of the independence movement has to recon-
cile himself to Dominion Status for the
present.

But the die has been cast. Jinnah has
reaped in five years the fruit of 60 years of
Congress struggle. Jinnah's religious cry has,
however, saved the Hindu community the
fifoy years it would have normally taken to
integrate,

Asareaction, League politics has created
in the rest of India a feeling of nationalism of
oneness and of the community of purpose
which would have otherwise grown slowly.
Today the demand is for a strong Centre,
while only a few years ago the Congress
Working Committee voted for maximum
provincial autonomy and the vesting of
residuary power in the provinces,

Perhaps we have parted to unite, Gandhi
ji's decision to live in Pakistan for the restof
his life shows that he has not yet done with
Jinnah. Maybe we have parted for good.
India, including the states, has to be one.
The Princes are showing wisdom and act-
ing pamriotcally in rallying around India’s
banner. The Big Three of this India are Jaw-
aharlal Mehru, Vallabhbhai Patel and
Rajendra Prasad. Gandhiji remains their
guide. If the country rallies around them we
will have wiped off the curse of a thousand
years of slavery and given India once again
the leadership of Asla. This is the end of the
line journey and the beginning of another.
The new watchword must be “Country
above self”.
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sks ahead

WARALI is but a means to an end.

Swaraj by itself can either be

Ravana-raj or Rama-raj. We need

not aspire for something imprac-

ticable. Yetwe would be perfectly

. justified in demanding a Surajya,

that is good government without which

Swaaraj would not be worth a candle. What

is good government? The composition of

the ministry must be good, to begin with.

But the team must eventually bring about

results. Every government in the end is
judged by the result it achieves.

NEED OF OVERHA UL

The personnel of the central government
iz quite strong. It may turn outto be a good
teamn. The same, however, cannot be said of
all the provincial governments, if their
achievements are to be the criterion, then
[ fear we need great overhauling in some of
the provincial governments. If there is no
such overhauling, results may not be very
satisfactory.

What are the achievements that we

expect? Puttng them in the layman's simr-
ple language, they are as follows:

First of all. we need peace — internal
and external. For this purpose, weneed a
good, efficient, disciplined and loyal
army. It should be a terror to the wicked
and solace to the well-meaning. For this,
we have to provide a reasonable budget.
But peace that is established merely with
the help of the police and the army will
not be a living peace. It will be the peace
of the graveyard.

Peace must come through the realisa-
tion by the nation that no government
either Leftist or Rightst, functons for
long unless people learn o live a disci-
plined and constitutional life. They
should learn their duty, know their
responsibility and fight for their rights.
Satyagraha, defiance of the law, "hunger-
strikes and such other demonstrations
may be good weapons to dislodge a for-
eizn government. But itwould be nothing
short of national suicide to adopt them to
dislodze a sovernment of our own which
we do not like™,

full edition
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DANGER OF CONFLICT

A violent revolution or a satyagraha
campaign to turn out a Government in
power to replace it with another of one's
own choice is not a normal feature of
democracy. It becomes necessary only
when either is a totalitarian. The govern-
ment in power sticks to its post against the
popular will or the totalitarian party that
rebels are in a minority has no popular
backing and hasto resort to arms. Where
such unconstitutional methods are
adopted the successor government should
be prepared for another counter-revolu-
tlon apgainst itself. The country thus
becomes an arena for personal power and
eventually is ruined.

In a democratic government— and this
is the best form of government — constine-
tional means are open for dislodging any
unpopular government. We in India have a
mind of democracy. It would, therefore, be
most ‘'unpatriotic’ to adopt either ‘revolu-
tionary or embarrassing’ means to dislodge
any government in power. Those, thers-
fore. who are talking of direct action, saty-
agraha and such other stunts for the pur-
pose of embarrassing the first Natlonal
government are doing the greatest disser-
vice to the cause of the nation. They are
playing the role of traitors. People must tell
them so plainly.

The government's duty is clear. They
must maintain law and order by all legiti-
mate means, and if they forfeit the confi-
dence of the country they must walk out.

But law and order should not be main-
tained merely by the help of the police and
the army, even if the government is backed
by a majority. The government in power
should be able to create by their deeds com-
fidence in a substantial majority of the peo-
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Peace must come through
the realisation by the nation
that no government, either
Leftist or Rightist, flunctions

ple. This again they can do only by achieve-
ments and not by speeches and statements.
Peace must thus be brought about by popu-
lar acts.

Mext to peace comes the question of the
supply of goods and commodities. This
problem can be tackled and must be tack-
led. It will require bold action with a wider
vision. The government must review the
policy of the peat five yvears and find out
how far this policy has helped. If not, have
they a new policy? What is that policy?

FIGHTING IGNORANCE

Then comes the question of education.
We must make an immediate decision
beginning towards fighting national lgno-
rance. Education does not mean turning
out pedants and clerks from colleges and
schools. It must mean knowledge in the
fullest sense of the tum. Education must be
imparted in our lamguage. But at the
moment we don't even have textbooks in
our own languagze. They must be prepared.

Education must be based on the culture
which we have inherited. and the life
which we have lived for thousands of
years. Our ‘lingua franca’ must be Hindi,
and ‘Military training and manual work’
should form part of our education.

Health is another problem. Twenty-six
years is the average span of life of an
Indian. We get barely 1,600 calories of
nourishment per day instead of 2,500 calo-
ries which is needed to build up a robust
body. With intensive cultivation, we can
produce the needed food, but only with
hard and concentrated work and not by
speeches and rhetoric. It may take even ten
years to produce sufficient food. Until we
increase the averagze span of our life, we
shall live the most uneconomic life.

for long unless people

learn to live a disciplined

and constitutional life.

They should learn their

duty, know their responsibility
and fight for their rights.

The articles titled ‘'Tasks ahead’ and ‘Dawn of
new era’ were published inthe Hindustan
Times on August 15, 1947,
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TOWN PLANNING

Allied with health is the question of sani
tation. “Back to the village™ may be an
atiractive slogan but it is not a practical one.
Wiorld forces are working against it. The
town is fast becoming a unit whether we
like it or not. Towns, therefore, must be so
planned thatwith all the amenities of town
life the best of village life is also provided.

With this object, all big towns must be
remodelled and converted into beauty
spots. They must inspire the villages. If
they are clean and healthy, and the people
there are educated and cultured, they will
help to improve the villages in the long
run. We need better roads, better trans-
port. more irrigation facilides and more of
everything. In short, we need to convert
India into a nation of healthy, educated.
clean and prosperous people.

HARD WORK NECESSARY

But all this means hard work cannot
bring about plenty, and comfort. It is only
a devil's workshop. Those who think that
everything cannot strike and lock out idle-
ness are produced through 1dleness, indis-
cipline, hunger strikes, satyagraha, direct
action, and strikes. They should search
their minds and realise the deadly results
of such a psychology. The task ahead will
be accomplished not through talk and slo-
zans but by work

If every man in the nation, be he a polit-
cian, a professional worker, a business
man or a labourer, realises that India can
be built only with hard work and persever-
ance, the task will be done. Let us be real-
ists and devote ourselves to the task ahead.
The task though most difficult is worth

doing.
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Dawn of new era

HIS is the day of our liberation.

The emancipation of four hun-

dred million people from for-

eign yoke by non-violent means

is an event unknown in history.

: It marks the end of a dismal

chapter and the dawn of a new era. The full

significance and magnimude of the change

do not seem to have been adequately
appralsed and correctly appreciated.

We have after all gotten rid of the condi
tions which invelved zalling humiliation,
and degradation, and exploitation from
hour to an hour and day to throughout the
year and again from year to year. The
insufferable agony of subjection is over. It
is an occasion for joy.

This is one of the days about which the
poet had remarked that to be born in a cra-
ven and to be alive is bliss.

STRANGLEHOLD BROKEN

We are regaining our birthright after sev-
eral centuries. Foreign rule was naturally
interested in maintaining its stranglehold
and everything else was subjected to that
domineering objective. Despite the facade

of representative government here and
there, all authority and power were essen-
tially wested in forelgn hands. There was
neither any true liberty nor any fandamen-
tal unassailable basic rights. All that, and
even our very existence, rested on the
mercy ofthe alien power. None could retain
anything like liberty, honour or property,
against their will or except by way of suffer-
ing on their part. The army, which is the
bulwark of every State, was kept in strict
segrezation and any attempt on the part of
a soldier to contact any public man, a ser-
vant or leader of the people was regarded as
an act of treason entailing almost capital
punishment by court-martial.

Even the highly placed civil servants of
the Government of India could befriend the
distinguished patriots only at grave peril
In the very land of our birth, we were no
better than helots.

NO INTERNATIONAL STATUS

It was a matter of pride, privilege and
profit to be born to or to belong to territo-
ries and states situated far and away from
our own. The position was inevitably still

worse there, India simply did not exist on
the international plane. We were looked
upon with derision and contempt wherever
we went. What looked like voluntary sur-
render on the part of four hundred million
of men and women to a handful of foreizn-
ers whose domination over them was as
unmistakable as it was alk-comprehensive,
domineering and overbearing was incom-
prehensible to the free people and the baf-
fling riddle seemed insoluble.

Despite the large space occupied by
India on the map of the world, nobody
seemed to recognise its existenice or to take
any notice of the vast numbers residing
here. Even the tallest of Indians, the most
distinzuished and eminent among men,
failed to receive due appreciation. Their
merits were underrated because they
belonged to a subject country.

END OF THE JOURNEY

While independent states ignored and
some perhaps detested our Countrymen
because of this unnatural state of subordi-
nation to a foreign power, insults were
heaped upon our naticnals in the colonies
which formed an integral part’ of the Brit-
ish Empire. It was an intolerable state. One
could only manage to live by struggling
against a vicious system with the object of
annihilating it.

All that has, however, changed now. The
fight for freedom has ended and thus we
are observing the day of riumph all across
the country today. We have reached the
our cherished goal. The achievement of
freedom for so many millions is by itselfa
great event. How this consummation has
been attained adds to its glory. We have, for
the first time in history, vanguished the
formidable forces arrayed against us by
non-violent means.

DEBT TO GANDHI .

At this hour, we must express our feel-
ings of profound gratitude to Providence
for this unique success. India now or here-
after, the people of today and their
descendants, for all time no come will
never forget the debt they owe to Maharma
Gandhi. He has led us through gloom,
despondency and darkness and to him we
owe our victory. He is the fountainhead
and the invincible architect of our freedom
and the prayer will zo from all hearts that
he may live long to build the new India of
which he has laid the foundadons securely
and firmly.

At the same time, many other names
will remain enshrined in the history of
our country for their unflinching deter-
mination and devotion, courage and sac-
rifice.

Omn the 15th, the Tricolour will be hoisted
on all the forts, Government Houses,
Courts and other State buildings. It will be
the emblem of our freedom and also sym-
bolize the fundamentals of our creed.

CONTROL OF ARMED FORCES

From now on, Pandit Jawaharlal
MNehru, who has navigated our ship
through difficult and stormy weather,
will be in charge of the Government and
the Defence Forces including the Army,
the Mavy and the Air Squadrons, will all
be under the control of the national lead-
ers. They will be entitled to the co-opera-
tion and support of every citizen of the
Union of India and everyone interested in
the progress and advancement of the
country and more sin in its masses will, it
15 hoped, do his best to add his utmost o
promote the schemes approved or initi-
ated by the government.

POWER FOR THE PEOPLE

Amid these rejoicings, we cannot forget
our countrymen living in other parts which
have not acceded to the Union of India. We
all wish the unity of our country had not
been disturbed even temporarily. But it is
nevertheless a matter for gratification that
no part of India will now be subject to for-
eizn rule. All people, whether in the states or
the provinces, will be free from foreign yoke.

The parts which have not been ceded
from but a small fraction of the territories
comprised the Union of India. Ours will be
still. a very vast and extensive State and for
the first time there will be organic unity,
the States will form an integral part of our
Union and the artificial distinction between
the states and the rest of India will be elimi-
nated. This is a very satisfactory feature.

Besides, for the first time, power will be
vested in the people themselves and their
chosen representatives will be at the helm
of affairs at the Centre as well as in the
provinces. This will mark the beginning of
a new era. The shape of things to come has
been outlined in the Objectives Resolution
that was passed by the Constituent Assem-
bly in December last.

All will work for the reconstruction of a
new social order based on justice, fair play.
understanding, goodwill and equality of
opportunity for one and all so that our
Union may be great non only materially,
but also morally and spiritually and the
light of wisdom emanating from it may
illumine and remove the gloom; from every
dark spot in the world.

If we dedicate ourselves to this task, we
will not only raise the status of our people
and country but also secure the restoration
of the complete and perfect unity of India
much earlier than even the optimists
among us have no reason to expect.
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Independence -
a sto Ck—taking

- NDEPEMDENCE has come sooner
than [ dreamt, more like the end of an
inartistically woven plot— abmptly,
almost inconsequentially. In 1305,
under the influence of Shri Aurob-
_ indo, I began dreaming of independ-

ence. Last year, after years, 1 felt independ-
ence was far away. But it was not; it was
round the corner. Two world wars, a far-
seping party in power in Britain, and a man
with British tact and German thoroughness
as Viceroy and it has come.

When I joined the great venture of the Con-
stituent Assembily, the plan of May 16 was the
despair of my life. Whichever way I murned,
the malignant spirit that Prof. Coupland had
raised confronted me. Then came the plan of
June 3. It was nothing new; but it brought the
two-states scheme into practical politics.
Realism — the child of stark naked reversal to
barbarism in some parts of the country tri-
umphexd. It tore the plan of May 16 to pieces,

STEP TOWARDS UNITY

For a moment, the plan came tome asa
shock. Akhand Hindustan is a matter of
cread with me, was the mother whom [ wor-
shipped 1o be destroyved? [ humbly asked.
“No", came the emphatic answer. “India was
one, is one and shall be one.” This was only
a step in the march towards real unity,
unembarrassed by the military oocupation
of a forelgn power.

The plan of June 3 did not destroy Akhand
Hindustan; only its pattern was changed.
India was not divided; only parts of it were
administratively consolidated to form a new
government. They were to be bound to the
Motherland but not by the visible bonds of
administrative unity imposed by foreign rule.
The not too perceptible bonds of the hard
facts — the common military frontier, the
economic interdependence, the unity of an
age-old culture —were o be brought into
free play, maybe to produce a closer unity.

At a conference, it was suggested that the
Independence Act should give India the
power to amend the Actitself. It was the law-
yers contribution to asserting independence.
Within a few hours, the reply was flashed
that HMG agreed to the proposal. My heart
sangwith joy. India was independent!

I

A GREAT thing happened in the history
of man. The whole of India practically, for
France and Portugal still cccupy odd spots,
was rid of forelgn occupation after. I do not
know how many hundred vears, And if was
done by non-violent means. The bloody
world wars, the military reputation of the
Indian Army and the not too non-violent
activities of some of our patriots during the
“Quit India” movement, no doubt, were not
inconsiderable contributory factors.

Whatever the contribution of nornrviolence
towards our gaining Independence, thiswas
the first event in the history of man when an
Imperial power handed over independence to
a subject people with the case and courtesy of
handing a cup of tea. That is a landmark in
this war-ridden, littde globe of ours.

BIRTH OF A POWER

Further, a great Asian world power has

been born, Japan did emerge as such after
the Russo-Japanese war, but she did not
evoke Asian lovalty, Free India is easily the
cherished leader of Asla, Pandit ji's latest
announcement of policy — the Nehru doc-
trine of Asia — comparable only to the Mun-
roe doctring is the riumphant assertion of
her leadership of Aslan nations.

One notable event, almost of world impor-
tance, isthat one age is one and another has
slipped in without anyone even noticing it
The age of Gandhi ji is pone, of Nehru come.

FATHER OF THE NATION

Gandhi ji won the freedom of the nation
and became its “Father”, a father whom
everyone worships and hears with rever-
ence but does not necessarily follow. He has
risen in stature in proportion to his shrink-
age in actual leadership — a fate reserved
only for very lucky national leaders.

Washington and Lenin remained leaders
to the end to be only “Fathers of the Nation™
after Bismarck shrank in leadership
towards the end of his life and was denied
the fatherhood of the nation he had created.
Gandhi ji has the technique of a rishi; his
duty done, he has receded to a nobler role
and a higher, thougzh distant, pedestal.

In 1942, he asked me to leave the Con-
gress, for [ could not reconcile myself with
hizstrict non-violence. Now some of his dis-
ciples are ardent conscriptionists. At many
an evening praver-time, he bemoans the
division of the country, which some of his
disciples consider the last word in practical
wisdom. He wants August 15 to be a day of
sorrow: the country is celebrating it as the
day of deliverance. He wants Hindustani and
two scripts: an overwhelming majority of
Congressmen want Hindi and Devanagari.

The national mind has been shocked into
an appreciation of the realitles, despite the
“Father's” hypnotic touch. But he still domi-
nates as the guardian angel, the adviser, the
“cementor” — as the conscience-keeper of
leading statesmen. No longer a prophet fet-
tered to the patriotic needs of one nation, he
is fast emerzing as a world prophet.

LEADER OF ASIA

The other event of almost equal impor-
tance is the emergence of Pandit Nehmi on the
world stage, This erstwhile prisoner of Britsh
power has, in a moment, become the natlon’s
leader, the acknowledged leader of Asia, and
one of the four great leaders of the world.

He claims to be nothing but a politician;
but there is an undercurrent of deep spiritu-
ality in him. Once [ said to him that he is the
only great politician in the world who has
genuine faith in democracy; and. I think, the
world shares the view too. He loves great
and noble causes, temperamentally. The
first Prime Minister of Free India has, from
the moment of its birth, become the fore-
most champion of world reconstruction
among the nations of the world.

“"INDOMITABLE" SARDAR

Independence has given a remendous
opportunity to the Sardar too— the “indom-
itable” Sardar, as I once styled him. He is
made of the iron fibre of which Bismarcks
and Steins are made. His vastly alert mind,
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his uncanny insight into human weakness
and his great power for the organisation
have found scope and fulfilment in the free
India of today. His hard-headed realistic
view of things and the dread that he gener-
ally inspires are invaluable assets in the new
venture, With him at the helm, Eerenskyism
could not be thought of.

The partnership of Pandit ji and Sardar is
a novel phenomenon inworld politics. Two
men of the highest calibre and yet of the
most conirary temperament and outlook—
one elegant, handsome, courteous, fond of
social praces fascinated with distant vahues;
the other old, stocky, mysteriously silent. his
feet planted on earth — both are gathered in
an unbreakable bond of mutual under-
standing by Gandhian influence.

This seems to be the greatest piece of
good luck for independent India.

I

I cannot forget the Constituent Assembdly.
How can 17 For nine months it has been
almost my sole precccupation.

India's greatness can legitimately be
assessed by this Constitnent Assembly, the
first sovereign legislature of India. What a
galaxy of stars of the first and second mag-
nitude! Few, indeed, of world assembilies
have contained the statesmanship, the wis-
dom; the brilliance and the elogquence that
this Assembly can claim.

GUIDING SPIRIT

Its spirit is represented by Dr Rajendra
Prasad. All his great moral qualities com-
bine to make him the head and symbol of
that body. Sweetsmiling, patient, indulgent,
he makes everyone feel at home; guides genr
tly, without anyone feeling that he is being
guided. He curbs turbulence by his very
presence; he pulls up loguacity with an air
of almost encouraging the speaker.

Every section of the House has confi
dence in him. And he has to pay the price —
a heavy one. Whenever parties or interests
disagree, they quietly leave it to the Presk
dent. There was a storm at the party meet-
ing over the singing of Vande Mataram.
suddenly someone proposed to leave it to
the President. There was almost unanimous
votng to leave it to him. The Assembly is
always in a “Leave it to Psmith” sort of
mood—to use the phrase of PG Wodehouse.

YOUNGEST DEMOCRACY

The Assembly has done great work. Fun-
damental rights and an independent judici-
arywill establish the rule of kaw in this land.
Untouchability is banned under the threat
of dire penalties; no more shall it divide
man and man. Adult suffrage and a bicam-
eral legislature will provide it with a parlia-
mentary apparatus. Responzible goverm-
ments at the Centre on the British model
and in the provinces in a slightly modified
form will give it a front-rank place among
demaocratic governments. Free India will
thus be the youngest of democracies.

“No one shall be deprived of his life or lib-
erty without due process oflaw” in India, the
Assembly decided the other day. This for-
mula which the English barons extracted
from King John in 1215 AD travelled all over
theworld through centuries to come to us in
almost the self-same words in 1947, We are
building on the constmtional fundamentals
of Australia, Canada, the USA, and, of course,
England, maturally and spontaneously.

A doubt, however, has arisen in many
minds. The English model, which has failed
in so many couniries, will it succeed In this
climb? But a scrutiny of the subconscious
mental processes of many of us, while dis-
cussing different proposals, will show how
deeply we have made the British demo-
cratic radition our own.

India is perhaps the first Asian country
which has accepted this great inheritance so
avidly and there is the least likelthood of its
having to be sorry for it. At the same tme,
the Advisory Committes has swept away
separate electorates: thatwretched system.
born of British imperialism, which has made
this country a cauldron of wiclent passions.
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Will the mdependence endure? I have no
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doubt it will. The Independence Act has
given us complete independence, asalsoa
constitutional nexus with the British Com-
momwealth. India will be a Dominion, for
some time at any rate, and the contdnuity of
Institutional life will be preserved. It makes
the transition brealeproof.

What is wrong about Dominion Status
except for its name, which, despite Shake-
speare, does not smell as sweet? It is inde-
pendence, It gives us a secure place in aworld
systemn and it glves us the help we need.

The Dominion of India (less the seceding
parts) will be justthe old India with most of
the States—but at the same time, a new,
independent, democratic nation. This revo-
Iution does not look like one—particularly
as Lord Mountbatten continues to be the
Governor-General. It was a great act of
staresmanship—this election of a whirlwind
of a plamorous Englishman as the first Gow-
ernor-General of Free India. No power in
history but Britain would have conceded
independence with such grace, and no
power but India would have so gracefully
acknow ledged the debt.

But for Lord Mountbatten the present
solution would not have come; the partition
would not have been swift and easy; India
and Britain would not have been friends;
nor the matter of fact. India and Pakistan.
And but for him, perhaps, my friend Sir C.P.
would still have been making the evening
and moming papers *hideous™ —to use a
well-known quotation—with his flamboyant
resolve to keep Travancore independent.

This new Dominion of ours is the flower-
ing of the process of unification which Brit-
ish military occupation enforced. Most of
the Indian States are going to accede to the
Dominion. The Rulers are no longer the
enemies of popular forces—the hunted of
the Praja Mandals. These instruments of
foreign rule, in a moment, have been con-
verted into parmers in the great democratic
experiment forwhich the Dominion stands.

India will be the gainer, not only in com-
pactness but because of the accreton of a
great steadying force to its political life.

A

THUS begins our vovage of independ-
ence, in smooth waters, with seasoned
Euides, with chart and compass well tried
and trusty. But there are dangers and not
easy ones either. This great but arduous
venture begins on the morning of the most
catastrophic war known to men; amid starv-
ing continents and jostling intemational
ambirions; with Soviets sprawling over Asia
and Europe; with dollar diplomacy over-
shadowing the world. And It also begins
with an unnatural division of what God and
man have made one.

WISHFUL THINKING

During the last thirty-five years we have
been brought up on a slogan; the natural-
ness and inevitableness of Hindu-Muslim
nnity. That this was wishful thinking has
been proved in Noakhali, Bihar, and Rawal-
pindi-in a hundred villages, by tens of thou-
sands of men, women and children fleeing
for safety.

The Muslim — a hard realist — knew and
exploited the hollowness of the slogan; the
Hindu cherishes it still. Hindus love words
and ideals. They subject themselves to self-
hypnosis and believe what they wish to. For
a moment we woke to realities, but a self-
complacent outlook is already creeping over
us again. We have divided the country, thank
Jinnah! And now India and Pakistan will
walk down the aisle of history arm-in-arm,
trusting and trusted, beloved pariners of life!

NEED FOR STRENGTH

This may happen: it may not happen;
something else may happen. But the man
who hypnotizes himself into this belief is a
danger to independent India. The sovereign
states are sovereizn and he would be a fool
indeed if a statesman trusted in God and
forgot the other half of the adage.

The only way 1o escape the danger isto
acquire strength, financial. administrative,
military and material, fast enough. A strong
nation need not be agegressive or covetous;
but a weak and diwided nation, hugging the
phantom of pacifism is a temptation to

TR L B L L i

Every man has to be made to

feel strong and self-confident,
ready to defend his right.

Mahatma Gandhi (left) with Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
in 1947; this article (top), as itwas published in

HT onAugust 15, 1947,
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agoressive nations, and, therefore a positive
danger to world peace.

The characteristic outlook of an average
Indian has, therefore, to be altered by con-
scription. if necessary. Every man has to be
made to feel strong and self-confident.
ready to defend his right. Any deviation
from this straightforward path will destroy
our independence.

The next danger arises from the sagging
economic structure of the country. Infla-
ton, rislng wages and lessening production;
labour strikes and a perverted social opin-
ion which enjoys them; scarcity of food and
cloth; a depleted civil service creaking at
every joint; and a vicious system of controls
providing festering sores of corruption, and
strangling economic life—these are portents
of a disaster which no mere political inde-
pendence can avert. Independence will be
welghed on the scales of essentials of life. If
they are not forthooming, the political struc-
fure is sure to collapse,

But the first and foremost obstacle to
independence is a sense of frustration which
has overtaken us. We wanted Akhand Hin-
dustan: we have two countries. We zaid we
WETE one nation: we are now two. We have
one crore and seventy lakhs of suffering Hin-
dus across the frontier and Heavens, we
know not how to rescue them. We have the
Day of Independence—yes, but we must do
penance in sackeloth and ashes. From the
Father of the Nation to the man in the street
a sense of frustration has seized hearts,
demoralizing outlook, converting a trivmph
into defeat, shattering the will to victory.

PSYCHOLOGICAL HURDLES

Our will to victory is impeded less by
objective difficulties than by psychological
hurdles. We are still ed to the fragments of
our old ideological chariot: of India admin-
istered as one unit; of appeasement as the
invincible weapon against barbarism; of
spontanepus processes based on diversity
generating an irresistible national con-
sciousness; of agitational attitudes produc-
Ing strength by some miraculous process.

If Independence is to be real, this sense of
frustration must be overcome. We must
develop faith, enthusiasm and a passionate
creative spirit. Pakdstan may provide serious
problems. A third World War may come
sooner than we imagine. The British frame-
workmay go. And we dare not take the risk.

We must therefore develop confidence in
what are facts: first, that India as we have it
Iz a great modern power; second, that exi
gencies of life demand a strong national
consciousness as also material strength.

FRUSTRATION MUST GO

This is first and foremost a psychological
problem, without solving which nothing else
will succeed. Frustration - the defeat of the
soul- hasto be fought, and ransmuted nto
victory. Externally, due to Pandit ji's policies
and pronouncements, we have gained the
confidence of other nations. Internally, the
problem has yet to be tackled.

Nezatively, India will not feel the joy of
independence unless controls are removed
and the Hindus in Pakistan are protected or
helped. Positively, India will only be
enthused if production waxes, if one
national language and script are inroduced.

The last one is not a matter of sentiment
nor of policy. It is a matter of life. It alone
will swiftly open the floodgates of faich
which lie hidden in the Collective Uncon-
scious of the nation.

IMPORTANCE OF DEVANAGARI

Devanagari, It must be remembered,
secured 63 votes against 18 in the Congress
Party, against the wishes of some of its cher-
ished leaders. Script unity is both the basis
and instrument of national consolidation.
The Sanskritc element in our languages is
the golden thread which glistens in the whole
country, through idiom, song and story;
through social habits and institutional devi-
ces; through religion, philosophy, art, beauty,
grace, love; through the art of life itself.

If these are denied. frustration will grow
deeper, and life itself will be denied fulfilm-
ent. If these are given, faith will leap from
heart to heart, and India will be lit up with
mighty enthusiasm.
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Appomtment

W is the appointed Day. Now
is the day of salvation. If we
start right, we can continue
right. For every one of us who
lives im India, be it in the Indian
Union or Pakistan, there is a
personal responsibility to start this day with
our thoughts right. For, it is out of our col-
lective thinking thatwill spring the actions
and attitudes of ministers and legislatures,
masters and men, communities and trades
unions and chambers of commerce.

Long have I lived and hoped for the day
when Greater India, an India that includes
whatwas British India and the Indian States,
should take its place in the equal councils of
the world, conscious of essential unity in its
admired diversity, conscious of the truth
that we are members one of ancther though
every member has his own function and
none is in all respects like any other.

To me such a day was to be the fitting cli-
max of the intertwined story of Britain and
India. the fulfilment of Britain's mission, a
mission carried out, under God, with many
fallures to sense its greatmess, with some
inevitable personal yielding to the lure of
pomp and circomstance, of the pride and
glory of this world and the love of money;
but for all that a mission writ in the stars of
east and west, and discharged from the Brit-
ish Throne and the High Court of Parlia-
ment dowrmwards with a large and steady
faithfulness, through ever rarer good report
and ever-increasing ill report.

Now the day has come, and what was
British India is resobved into two States. Let
us waste no tears on that. The essential
thing is to preserve and foster the unity of
systems and of outlook that exdsts. Let us
abhor the awful example of Enrope, which
iz a recurring cockpit because it lacks good
Europeans, and has only good Frenchmen,
Germans, Spaniards, Russians and the rest.

BREAK-UP AND REASSEMBLY

Consider the case of Russia. Under the
Tzars there was a single vast country, such
as India has been under Britdsh rule. Then
came war and revolution, and new sover-
eign States were canved out—Finland, Lat-
via, Lithuania, Estonia as well as a great
Poland. Western Europe in the name of
democracy resisted and resents Russian
efforts to draw them back into a federation
of republics. That is because of the ideolog-
ical warfare between the revolution in Rus-
sia and capitalism cum social demoecracy in
the west.

But the Indian Union and Pakistan
started together without a revolution and
with equal goodwill from the rest of the
wiorld. Let us not build the ideological fence
that separated the young Baltic States and
Poland from Russia and produced eager
partisanship for one side or the other in
great countries who normally should not
meddle in Eastern Europe at all

The sure way to create that eager partisan-
ship would be for Indian spokesmen to use
threatening language, or seem o be exerting
economic or military pressure. The lines are
drawn between the two States, the issue Is
settled. Let us start as two self-respecting
States respecting each other, and inheriting
common systems of administration and han-
dling problems. Let us have as many and as
long standstill agreements as possible.
Remember how easily the separation of
Burma and India was effected in 1935, with a
standstill rari ff agreement for five years.

INDIAN COMMONWEALTH

And what is true of the Indian Union and
Pakistan is true of the Indian States. If some
States wish to retain their new independ-
£nNCe at any rate for a time, what is the harm
provided they remain good Indians and
through standstill agreements they preserve
the unity of greater India? Such States are
far bigger in area and population than sev-
eral of those independent Enropean coun-
tries that the shortage of good Europeans
necessitates.

Let us get back to brotherhood. Consider
the British Commonwealth of Nations. The
nations are separate sovereign States, but
they have a commion as well as separate citi-
zenship. a common defence policy for their
separate armies; navies and air forces, com-
mon postage and telegraph rates between
themselves and communications and tariffs
planned in consultation.

Let us, while we still lack a Federation of
Greater [ndia, produce our own Indian Comr
monwealth. | do not doubt that the Eritish
Commonwealth will eventually federate
{tself, s0 urgent is the need for closer coordi
nation in economic and foreign affairs: but
if separatism is still strong in the British
Commonwealth, would we be dismayed that
the Indian subcontinent is not at once ready
for federation? It is good to alm at perfec-
tlon, but let us not interpret as a failure the
delays that the time factor causes.

COMMUMALISM IN BRITAIN
Consider the case of the United Kingdom.

Ten years before [ was born, no Roman
Catholic could go to Oxford or Cambridge

h freedom

nor, though Ireland was a predominantly
Catholic country, could he go to Dublin Uni-
versity. Fifty years before I was born,
Catholics were just obtaining the right to
viote and even to sit in Parliament, but the
vote itself was the privilege of only a small
percentage of the adult population.

Much of my boyhood was spent in a
pocket borough which returned a member
tothe House of Commons from an electoral
roll of perhaps two thousand people; while
great manufacturing citdes such as Birming
ham and Manchester were by comparison
grossly underrepresented.

In 1905, I had a conversation at Salonika
with Hilmi Pasha, the Turkish Governor-
General of the Macedonian vilayets. We
talked of the terrible animosity between
Serbs, Bulgars, and Greeks, and I made bold
to put forward the argument we are familiar
with in India, that possibly the presence of a
foreign ruling Power (in this case the Turks)
contributed o the struggle. Each subject
nationality had its own form of religious
orthodoxy and even bishops and archbish-
opswere active in organkzing murder bands
of komitajis who forcibly converted villages.

Hilmi Pasha vigorously rebutted the sug-
gestion that these feuds were in any way
connected with the Torks, or that there
existed any Turkish imperial policy of
“Divide and Rule.”

Later, he visited England and beinz a
man of intense intellectual curiosity he took
every opportunity to study English institu-
tions. His research led him to Kensington
Workhouse Infirmary. There his observant
eyes noticed that one lot of old women had
tea at separate tables from the rest. He
inquired the reason and was told that itwas
found best to separare the Protestants from
the Catholics as they were apt to quarrel.
With a twinkle in his eye he retailed this
incident to me and said, "Vous vovez, Mon-
sieur Moare, ¢'est precisement Lo meme chose
a Londres et en Macedoine.”

CONFLICT IN IRELAND

Having been bom in Ulster | know some-
thing of communal riots and passions. My
father, an Irish parson, was counted danger-
ously liberal by some of his congregatdon
because he was on social terms with the
parish priest, and even took me, a small boy,
to a funeral mass for a priest.

My mother, who descended from small
Huguenot settlers in the west of Iteland,
was a zood and devout woman but less
advanced. She believed that all Catholics
were inherently bad men who after death
would burn forever in everlasting fire and 1
think she felt that she could spot a Catholic
at fifty yards. In the country parish where [
lived between the ages of three and eleven.
there had been a pitched battle some years
earlier between Orange and Green, which is
still celebrated, though with diminishing
ardour, by the Orangemen of Ulster as a glo-
rious victory.

%0 let us not be dismayed by the flerce-
ness of the communal passions that rage in
India today, or by the terrible events of the
past year. Time is a sure healer, and we can-
not cut out the time factor just because we
hawe read a lot of liberal stuff in books, or
because religious persecution has died out
in Britain.

Here in India, we are fortunate in having
a long start. We have had no penal laws
against Muslims or Hindus or Sikhs such as
the struggle between Protestantism and
Catholicism In the sixteenth and seven-
teenth centuries produced in Britain. We
begin with religious freedom for all and
with the concept of the higher unity of all
true religions; of one God and Father of us
all. Also, the pace is faster now and we can
quickty reach the artitude of tolerance that
grew 50 slowly but has now flowered so
finely in Britain.

TROUBLES AHEAD

Great and immediate troubles of a non-
communal kind confront the Indian Union
and Pakistan alike. To solve their problems,
they will be forced to bend their common
energies. Let me list some of these problems.

First, there is the root difficulty that the
Indiam Peninsula, like Great Britain, does
not grow enough food to keep is populaton
alive, In the past, Britain solved the problem
by large food imports for which she easily
paid by exporting manufactures and by ser-
vices, and in any case, the rate of her popu-
lation was slackening. India solved her
problem by progressively lowering the diet
of the masses and simultaneously aggra-
vated the problem by increasing the popula-
tion at a high rate. Year by year she has been
drawing nearer to mass starvation.

Western Pakistan is the only considerable
self-sufficing and comparatively well nour-
ished administrative area. Eastern Pakistan
and the Indian Union are faced with a grim
winter prospect. From the outside war-shat-
tered world litte food can be expected. Burma,
the nearest country with a rice surplus, is in
turmaoil. Harmonious relations between West-
ern Pakistan and the rest of India, and free
trade in poods and services alone can mitigate
the coming ordeal of the masses.
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LABOUR UNREST

Secondly, we must face the fact that this
shrinkage of food coincides with a revolu-
tonary stirring amongst the workers. They
will insistently press their demands, not
merely for the maintenance of the old stan-
dard but a rising standard in food, housing
and other necessities and amenities, and
educational facilities.

Amongst the “Haves™ there is also an
awakening of the social consclence and they
will be confronted by the “Have-nots™ with
their lavish promisas of wealth and freedom
and full employment for all.

The new States may. therefore, expect
some large-scale strikes and industrial
unrest, and every wage concession won by
workers in one part of the country will have
reactions elsswhere.

For their mutual benefit, let us have
healthy competition between all the provin-
ces as to which can do most to increase the
fertility of the rural soll, industrialise the
urban areas and give every child in town and
country at least the power to read and write.

Next, there is the certainty of new fateful
contacts with the outer world. In the great
single solid Eurasian continental landmass
that stretches from Lisbon to Kamchatka and
from the Arctic Ocean to Comorin, Russia
today is incomparably the strongest Power,
militarily and ideologically. She is India’s
neighbour, while Britain with whom India
has stronger cultural and politico-sclentific
links is far away and America further still.

For generations, the British, suspicious of
Russian designs on India, have refused to
allow Russians tovisit the North-West Fron-
tier Province, We may be sure that not many
weeks will pass before the physical proximity
of the Soviet Republics to the newly independ-
ent States of the Indian Peninsula becomes
more manifest than when India’s forelgn rela-
tions were conducted from London.

RELATIONS WITH RUSSLA

Here there is a need for us towatch our
step, and a close understanding between
Palkistan and the Indian Union is essential.
It is reasonable to assume that Russia will
seek to draw the Indian Peninsula into her
orbitof influence in what the Soviet leaders

regard as an economic struggle with the
I.5.A. and in a lesser degree with Britain
and Western Europe.

Obviously, the inhabitants of the Indian
Peninsula have strong reasons for being on
good terms with such a powerful nation as
Russia. On no account must they find them-
selves in a military camp definitely aligned
against Russia. if unformmnately for the
world such a campwere to come into being.

What are the prospects of a pood under-
standing with Russia?

SUPFORT FOR NATIONALISM

A strong point is the Soviets’ encourage-
ment of nationality. Ever since the Oriental
Conference ar Baku in 1921, it has been a set-
tled policy of the Bolsheviks to encourage
national movements in Asia. In 1942, on the
mwentyfifth anniversary of the revolution,
&talin stated his ideals and war alms:—

“Abolition of racial exclusiveness: equal
ity of nations and integrity of their territory;
liberation of enslaved nations and restora-
tion of sovereign rights, the right of every
nation to arrange its affairs as itwishes.”

Observe the emphasis on sovereignty.
And today at every international conference
the Soviet delegates imvoke the principle of
national soverelgnty to veto proposals for
common actions by the nations.

But, there is a contradicton here because
Russia’'s respect for the soverelgnty of other
nations is not sufficient to prevent her from
dictating the foreign policy of her neigh-
bours. Czechoslovakia accepted France's
invitation to consider the Marshall Plan but
had to withdraw because of Russia's dis-
pleasure. Finland, Hungary and the Balkan
couniries have also had to debar themselves
from the prospect of American reconstroc-
tion aid, because of Russian opposition.
Even Sweden made her attendance at the
Paris Conference conditional on avoidance
of offence to Russia.

LIMITATIONS OF SOVEREIGNTY

Despite this paradox, it is clear that Rus-
sia will invoke to the utmost the principle of
absolute national soverelgnty. Wendell
Willkie made the shrewd comment on Sta-
lin's statement of policy which I have

quoted that it and the Atlantic Charter had
a commeon fallacy: they both forecast the
re-creation of Europe in Its old divisions of
small nations, each with its own political.
economic and military sovereiznty. He
advocated the re-creation of the separate
nations as political units, but not as eco-
nomic and military units. Indeed the pres-
sure that Russia can exert on the nations of
Eastern Europe and that America can exert
on the nations of Western Europe proves
that sovereignty has forced limitations and
that no nation can stand alone.

NO ECONOMIC IMPERIALISM

Dioes this mean that India must choose
between Russia and the West? By mo means.
All the evidence goes to show that Russia's
admiration for nationality is not entirely lip-
gervice. She has mowhere been militarily
aggressive, and she is responsible for the
creation of several new republics on none of
which she has imposed economic imperial-
ism. The new wealth of Central Asia gives
local prosperity to Turkomans and Tartars
and is not drained in dividends to Mosoow.

The subservience of war-ravaged Eastern
Europe to Russian forelgn policy is easily
understood, but were there more spirit left
in the Czechs and Hunzarians this subservi-
ence mizght not be required. It is in marked
contrast to the former fronts maintained by
Aslaric countries. Turkey, Iran and Afghani-
stan, are militarily weaker though they have
0 far kept the reins of forelgn policy in thelir
owTl hands, and Russia has recognised their
national right. There is no reason to doubt
that the Indian Union and Pakistan can do
the same and that Russia. if she is convinced
that they are not in a hostile camp, will
accept that position.

And beyond this horizon, India has a far
higher mission. It is for her to convince the
Soviets that this doctrine of unbridled sov-
erelgnty is the seed of all wars, and will no
longer serve. The world is one and the
nations can only find their peace by delegar-
ing some of their sovereign powers to a fed-
eral world Government deriving its author-
ity from the citizens of the World.

Pleasant are the ways of peace. Let us
pursue her paths in all things. NMow is the
appointed time.
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o : = HAT contribution did the
' 5 ' Indian Press make
/| towardsthe sucoess of the

i | struggle for freedom in

B/ | the country? Today when

1 T that fight is over and
India stands at the gateways of her destiny.

contemplating the glorious furure that is
unfolding itself before her eyes, it may not be
amiss to assess the worth of that contribu-
tion, not 50 much for the purpose of claiming
more than our fair share of credit, as with the
object of preparing oursebves for the nobler
role we have to play in the future.

No impartial student of the history of our
national movement is likely to minimise the
partwhich the Press played in the freedom
struggle of the country. Every time the forces
of nationalism clashed with the forces of
imperialism, whether it be during the Swade-
shi acitrion of 190511, in the Home Rule agi-
tation of 191517, the non-cooperation move-
ment of 1920-23, the Civil Disobedience
mowement of 193032 or the Quit India cam-
palgn of 1942, the Press inevitably came into
conflict with the Government who rightly or
wrongly, felt that these seditious movements
found in the Indian Press the most powerful
medium for the propagation of their ideas.

The Indian Press, ever since it was estab-
lished, began fighting the Government even
though some of the early founders of the
Pressin India were Englishmen and not Indi-
ans. James Hickey established the first
English newspaper in India, namely the Ben-
gal Gazette, in 1780. He was in a perpetual
gtate of war with Warren Hastings and Elijah
Impeywithin the first ten months of publica-
fion, his paper was proscribed and Hastings
ultimately strangled it. William Dune of the
Bengal Journal was ordered to keave India in
1733 because of a few paragraphs which
appeared in that journal. James Silk Buck-
ingham who founded the Calcutta journal
was similarly deported from India and his
activities were made the excuse by John
Adam, when he acted as Governor-General,
to promulgate what came to be known as
Adam’s Regulations, regulating the publica-
ton of newspapers. The Rules were laid as
was then the practice, before the Supreme
Court at Calcutta, w hich approved of the reg-
ulations even though a petition had been
submitred to it by Ram Mohan Roy, Dwar-

kanath Tagore and others protesting against
the promulgation of these rules as an

infringement of the liberty of the Press.
When Indian newspapers began to

appear. they too began to feel the iron hand
of repression the very first to be thus sup-
pressed was Ram Mohan Roy's Persian jour-
nal Mirat-ul-Akhbar with the coming of Lord
Bentinck, a more Liberal policy was followed
until at last Metcalfe repealed the notorious
Adam's Repulations in 1835.

Againin 1857, Lord Canning passed what
came to be known as the Gagging Actto deal
with the situation created by the Mutiny. The
next landmark in the history of the fight for
the freedom of the press was the vernacular
press Act of Lord Lytton to get out of whose
clutches the Amrita Bazar Pairika changed
overnight from a vernacular into an English
NEWspaper.

At the time of the anti-partition agitation,
Aurobindo Ghosh's Bande Mataram, Brah-
mabandab Upadhyaya's Sandhya and Bipin
Chandra Pal's New India did notable workin
awakening the enthusiasm of the people for
the new ideals of freedom and nationalismm.
Their intense popularity was an eyesore o
the bureawcracy and it was to deal with such
journals that the Newspapers Act of 1908 and
the PressAct of 1910 — the spiritual ancestor
of the Indian Press Emerpency Powers Act of
1931 —were forged.

PRESUMPTION OF GUILT

Veryearly in its dealings with the Indian
nationalist press, the Government discov-
ered that sending the editor to prison was
not much of a deterrent to those who were
fighting at the same time for the freedom of
the Press as well as the freedom of the coun-
try.If an editor went to prison, many others
were only toowilling to assume his responsk-
bility. The bureaucracy sought to counter
these tactics by penalising the press instead
of the editor. Papers were asked to deposit
securities when they took out a declaration.
These securlties were later forfeited and
larger securities demanded the punishment
for more serious offences being the forfeiure
of the press itself. There was provision for
appeal to the High Court but only after the
security had been paid or forfeited, and not
before. Thus, British administrators in deal
ingwith the Indian Press threw to the winds
the elementary principles of British jurispru-
dence that an accused should be assumed to
be innocent unt] he is proved guilty and that
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no man should be punished umntil he is tried
and convicted by a duly constinuted court of
law. In the case of the Press, the presumption
was immediare. A fter the security had been
paid. it was open to the press to go to the
High Court and try to establish its innocence
if it could. Instead of the onus being on the
prosecution to establish the guikt the respon-
sibility wras placed on the accused to prove
his innocence. The alleged offences for
which the Government could demand or for-
feit securities were couched in such vague
language that courts before whom cases
came were astonished at the injustice
inwvolved, which they were asked touphold.
In the case in which the late Maulana
Mahomed Ali's pamphlet “come over into
Macedonia and help us™ was forfeited, Sir
Lawrence Jenkins, the Chief Justice of the
Calcutta High Court observed:

The provisions of Section 4 are compre-
hensive and its language is as wide as human
ingenuity could make it Indeed, it appears to
me to embrace the whole range of varying
degrees of assurance from certainty on the
one side to the very limits of impossibility on
the other. It is difficukt to s=e towhat lengths
the operation of this section might not plaw-
sibly be extended by an ingenious mind.
They would certainly extend towTitings that
may even command approval. An attack on
that degraded secticn which lives on the mis-
ery and shame of athers would come within
its widespread net — the praise of a class may
not be free from risk. Much that is regarded
as standard literature might be nought.

The colleague of the Chief Justice, Mr Jus
tice Stephen, observed:

Sowide indeed are the powers which the
legislature has conferred on the Government
that theywould be able to confiscate a news-
paper containing words that might cause one
man to hate or even to condemn a class. If
such there unhappily be who sought to
embarrass the Government of the country by
murder and robbery... [ find myself in a posi-
tion which is unfamiliar to me and inwhich
so far as 1 am aware no judge in the British
Empire has been placed since the remote
days of early English jurisprudence. [ have to
decide a question of fact on such evidence as
is supplied by one document. The side on
whom the onus of proving his case is cast is
not in a position to give evidence., As the other
side has not called any witness no cross-ex-
aminaticn has taken place.

The Act of 1931, if anything, spread the net
wider and the definition of offences more
comprehensive. The newspapers, which
were asked to deposit securities and whose
securities were forfeited, were Innumerable.
There is not a single responsible Indian
newspaper inthe countrywhich at one time
or other did not fall a victim to this Act. The
Hindustan Times itself, like many of its con-
temporaries, had to pay heavy securities and
the paper had to actually close down on two
occasions owing to the impossibility of func-
tioning under the restrictions placed on the
Press by the Government.

THE BLANKET BAN

The second Wiorld War brought the Gov-
ermment to a head-on collision with the larg-
est and most well-organized political party in
the country, namely the Congress. Early dur-
ing the war when Gandhi ji started his civil
disobedience movement, the Government
had recourse tothe authority of the Defence
of India Regulations, to the all-comprehen-
sive device of placing a complete ban on the
publication of all news connected with the
movement. This was a challenge which the
Press can refuse to take up only on the peril
of ceasing to exist. To prevent the Press from
publishing all news of the movement was to

cripple its utility in a vital respect. A confer-
ence of editors was convened in Delhi o fight
the new and preserve the freedom of
the press in face of the grave threat to its
existence.

Even before the conference met, however,
the Government realized they had overshot
the mark and withdrew the order. But the
AllIndia Newspaper Editors Conference had
by then been born.

Many hold that the conference never func-
tioned satisfactorily and that had it not been
there the more advanced section of the press
wioulld have put up a bolder fight By the very
nature of its composition, Including as it did
the section of the press was staunchly loyal
to the Government. It could not risk action
which involves an open breach with the Gov-
ernment but taking up its record as a whole,
It is largely true that whenever the Govern-
ment launched a new attack on the freedom
of the Press, it was able to present a united
front to the Government which, nltimately,
yielded. That even before the first session of
the Conference met, the Government with-
drew the ban placed on the publication of
news of the civil disobedience movement
was to its credit. The Conference also did
good work during 1942 when many papers
were forced to close down because they
found it impossible to observe the restric-
tions placed on them by the Government
consistently with the discharge of their
responsibilities to the public.

The end of the war and restoration of
responsible Government in the provinces
brought with it its problems. Some of the
popular Governments showed that they
could go to the same length as the old
bureaucracy when it came to muzzling the
press. Incombating this tendency and con-
solidating the position of the Press in these
provinces, the conference did useful work
though the response it received from these
so-called People’s Government was poorer
thanwhat it received from the old autocratic
Government of India. A bitwith the coming
in of the Congress at the Centre, the land-
scape began slowly to change.

The Press began to breathe a little more
freely, though the acrid communal situation
and the entry of the League into the Interim
Government brought about further compli-
cations. The new Govermment, however,
begzan steadily to pursue a more liberal pol-
jicy whose latest manifestation is the appoint-
ment of a committee to examine all laws
relating to the Press and to recommend to
the Government such measures of reform as
it might consider expedient. The committee
is carrying on its investigations and there is
every reason to hope that itwill recommend
the repeal of all the laws which impose
restrictions on the Press functioning truly
and freely as the Fourth Estate of the Realm.

LIBERTY OF THE PRESS

With the removal of these restrictions and
the achievemnents of the freedom of the coun-
try, the Press will play a more important and
more responsible role in the firure, The free-
dom for the future. The freedom for which
the Press has always been fighting is the free-
dom to enable it to discharge its duties to the
public, without interference or restriction
from the powers that be. It was Lord Mans-
field who defined the freedom of the Press as
liberty "to primt, without any previous notice
subject to the consequences of the law”™. The
insistence on taking out of a declaration
became something like licensing while the
special laws applicable to the press still fur-
ther restricted freedom. Lord Chief Justice
Russell of Killowen said in Reg v. Gray 1900

The Liberty of the Press is no greater and

The freedom for which

the Press has always been
fichting is the freedom to
enable it to discharee its
duties to the public, without
interference or restriction
from the powers that be. It
was Lord Mansfield who
defined the freedom of the
Press as liberty ‘to print,
without any previous
notice subject to the
consequences of the law”.
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no less than the liberty of every subjectof the
Jueen. The press never claimed special priv-
lleges for {self. It merely wanted the right to
function freely subject to the law and public
morality. A newspaper is as much subject to
the law of the land as any other citizen. For
violations of the ordinary law, it is as liable
to punishment as the ordinary citizen But
when special laws are passed and new offen-
ces created especially for the Press the latter
has a legitimate grievance, not so much for
Itzelf as the limitations these impose on its
usefulness.

During all these years the people of this
country were, as though, in a state of war
with the foreign Government. As was the
duty of the citizen in times of war, the Press
rallied to the side of the fighters for freedom
in unflinching loyalty to the cause. That was
as it should be. But with the attainment of
freedom. there is no longer the same obliga-
tion to support those who played such a
notable part in freeing the country, even to
the point of suppression of honest differen-
ces of opinion. The Free India of tomorrow is
bound to have a democratic form of Govern-
ment. While those in anthority can legiti
mately claim the support of the Press in the
fulfitment of the great tasks ahead of them,
namely, provision of enough food and cloth-
ing for the people, free education in the ele-
mentary and secondary stages, sanitation,
medical relief, water supply and above all,
full employment for all citizens to enable
them to earn a decent living and lead decent
liwes, while our leaders can claim the support
of the Press in tackling these tasks, the Press
cannot disown its responsibility to criticize
the activities and policies of the Govermment
when their actions and policies merit criti-
cism, without ceasing to be a force for good
in the body-politic.

An independent and free Press, not linked
to any political party or sectional interest,
will be the best safeguard for democracy.
Eternal vigilance is the watclword, not only
of liberty but of democracy as well. Though
the naticnalist Press in this couniry has been
senerally following the same line of policy as
the Congress, very few newspapers, if atall
are financed or controlled by the Congress as
such. Thisis a fortunate circumstance as the
Press is thus free to take up a critical artimde
rowards the Congress, if the need arises. It
will be a novel experience for some of our
leaders who have rigen to eminence partly, at
least by the adulation showered on thern by
the Press, to see their erstwhile admirers
turn into critics. But criticism is the life
breath of democracy. Without its healthy
influence, we may slide into totalitarianism,
without realizing it and without resenting
such development we hope our leaders will
welcome it as a necessary concomitant of
democracy.

Itwas the realization of the power thatan
independent Press can wield which made
Sheridan say in a historic speech in the
House of Commons:

*“Give me but the liberty of the Press and [
will give to the Minister a venal House of
Peers. [ will give him a cormupt and servile
House of Commons, [ will give him the full
swing of the patronage of office, I will give
him a whole host of ministerial influence. [
will give him all the power that palace can
confer upon him, to purchase submission
and overawe resistance and yet, armed with
the liberty of the Press I'will go fiorth to meet
him undismayed, I will attack the mighty
fabric of that mightier engine, I will shake
down from its helght corruption and abuses
itwas meant to shelter.”

As In the past and the future: the Press has
a great role to play, and the Indian Press [am
sure will discharge it with credit to iself and
benefit the country.
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I'able and fact

- ost of us have read the fable

of “Jack the Gilant Killer.”

One day Jack suddenly

/{ found a magic beanstalk

near his house and began o

¢ L climb it. It grew and grew

till it finally landed him in the land of the

glants. This story is not more incredible

than the true story of Mr Jinnah and Paki-

stan. Mr Jinnah had no more to dowith the

idea of Pakistan and its growth than Jackto

that of his beanstalk. Mr Jinnah's featwas

the same asthat of Jack namely, obstnately

clinging ro the magic plant. Other forces did
the rest.

How did this idea of Pakistan come into
existence at all? When was its seed sown
and whowatered it? What will be its flower
and fruit? The uldmate genesis of Pakistan
may be traced to the thousand-year-old con-
flict and cooperation of Hindus and Mus-
lims in this country. But unless one selects
EVENTS to suitone’s prejudices itwill be diffi
cult to demonstrate that Pakistan was the
inevitable result of this history. Let us look
at the geographical distribution of Muslims.
If Hindus and Muslims were generally in
conflict each community would have
become segregated centuries ago. Butwhat
dowe find? In Delhi and a large area round-
about, which were perhaps the longest
under Muslim Rule, the vast majority of the
people are Hindus while the largest concen-
tration of Muslims in this country is to be
found in the distant districts of East Bengal.
Scattered Muslim settlements are to be
found in overwhelmingly Hindu provinces
while in the Morth West Frontier Province
and Sindh many Hindu families have lived
in peace and security throughout the centur
ries. To every dispassionate student of his-
ory, It must be evident that these things
could not have happened unless after the
first shock of conflict the two communities
had agreed to adopt an attitude of general
toleration towards each other and to let
each grow peacefully by the operation of
natural forces. It is possible to find excep-
fions to this attitude. Fanatical Muslim rul
ers have ried to Impose Islam by force and
occasionally indulged in all kinds of atrock
ties. Hindu Princes and Chiefs have retorted
though in their case there was no question
of forcible comversion. Not only the distribu-
tion of Hindus and Muslims all over the
country but also their CO-Oper-
ation refutes any idea of irreconcilable
antagonism. In certain areas, the Muslims
are the weavers and the Hindus the spin-
ners and vice versa. In the UP, the Muslims
are landlords and the Hindus the cultiva-
tors. In Bengal, their roles are reversed. Cer-
tain kinds of trade are monopolised by the
Muslims and certain others by the Hindus,
this division of labour would never have
been posaible if communal antagonism had
been the dominant factor. It may, howewver,
be admitted that when the Europeans
arrived on the scene, the Hindus and Mus-
lims had not become completely assimi-
lated into a single people. This arrest in the
process of assimilation may justly be held to
be one of the remote causes of Pakistan.

DIVIDEAND RULE

We emerge from the region of speculation
into the field of certainty when we come to
the policy of divide-and-rule, which was nec-
eszarily one of the principal foundations of
foreigm rule in India. Till the Indian Muriny,
this principle was not applied on a communal
basis. The rivalries of Indian Princes and
Chiefs, who had established for themselvesa
precarions state of independence when the
Moghul Empire collapsed, provided sufficient
material for the early British empire builders.
Afrer the Murtiny, the importance of the Prin-
res declined. A large part of India came to be
directly administered and the remaining
Indian States had become thoroughly subser-
vientto the British. & new method hadto be
found to administer the policy of divide-and-
rule. At first, this was sought to be forged by
the creation of a new middle class, educated
in English, dependent on British favour for its
livelihood and completely segregated from
the religious and conservative leaders on the
one hand and the illiterate and impoverished
proletariat on the other. When this new
instroment became hostile and the English-
educated middle class became the breeding
ground of Indian Nationalism. British imperi-
alism turned towards communal division as
its mainstay. The Muslim deputation led by
HH the Aga Khan in the year 1908, which
walited upon Lord Minto and as a result of
which separate electorates were incorporated
in the Minto-Morley Reforms of 1909 may
Jjustly be considered as the formal sowing of
the seed of Pakistan. Thevicious possibilities
of this political segregation w ere then hardly
recognized by the national leaders of India.
The great Gokhale acrepted it. When this evil
gystem was expanded in the Lucknow Pact of
1915, it was hailed by the leaders of both com-
munities as a great step in Hindu-Muslim
unity. When in later years the leaders of
Indian nationalism came to recognise its true

import they were powerless to do anything
about it. The British government had fully

recognized its significance and was not pre-
pared to forgo it. Hence all attempts to estab-
lish joint electorates by the concession of
more sears to Muslimswere frustrated by an
offer of a greater number of seats together
with separate electorates. In 1925 the princi-
ple of communal representation was
extended to the Services. The Communal
Award of 1933 established statutory commu-
nal majorities in all provinces. But, as the
Hindus were represented by the non-commir
nal National Congress, the mischief of sepa-
rate, electorates became particularly evident
in the Muslim majority provinces.

Looking back, it has been admitted that the
acceptance by Indian nationalism of separate
electorates in 1909, 1916 and 1933 and its fail-
ure to replace it by joint electorates in the All
Parties Convention and the negotations dur-
ing the second roundtable conference must
be considered to be a contributory cause for
the creation of Pakistan. In the triangular
struggle between British imperialism, Mus-
lim communalism and Indian nationalism, it
was natural that each party should Ty to
divide the other two and obtain an ally for
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itself. The British Rulers began to play the
cat-and-mouse policy with both the Congress
and the Muslim League. For Indian national-
ism, howewver, the only chance was to Ty to
detach Muslim communalism by some form
of appeasement. That this had been a failure
iz clear enough now. But to condemn those
who pursued this policy is to be wise after the
event. Unconditional resistance to separate
el ectorates must have appeared to the leaders
of Indian nationalism of those days as an
impracticable policy calculation to prolong
the strugele for freedom.

ONCE A NATIONALIST

In all this struggle between Indian
Nationalism and commumnalism, Mr Jinnah
was either on the side of Nationalism or
neutral. He was a member of the Lucknow
Pact of 1916 but so also were all the other
national leaders of that time. Giving evi
dence before the Joint Select Committee of
Parliament im 1919, Mr Jinnah claimed to
speak as an Indian nationalist and
expressed the view that separate communal
representation of Muslims would disappear
soon. In 1927, he declared from a Muslim
League platform that he was notwedded to
the principle of separate electorates though
the majority of the Muslims were artached
toit. In 1928, Mr Jinnah joined the Congress
in Bombay in the boyeott of the Simon Com-
mission and that caused a split in the Mus-
lim League. To the extent that separate
glectorates constituted a canse for the birth
of Pakistan. Mr Jinnah cannot register any
special claim to have promoted it.

BIRTH AND GROWTH

The first tentative proposal of Pakistan
was made by the late Dr Igbal in December
1920, in his presidential address at the All
India Muslim Conference held at Lucknow.
His plan was not so much to constitute a
soverelen state as to consolidate the Muslim
majority areas of the Punjab, NWFP, Kash-
mir, 5ind and Baluchistan into an autono-
mous political unit loosely connected with
the rest of India. The Muslim League did not
accept it. But the idea was taken up by one
Mr Rahmat All in Cambridge. Till 1939, it
found little support in Muslim circles. But
suddenly at its annual session in Lahore on
March 26, 1940, the Muslim League adopted
the famous Lahore reselution, committing
the League to the creation of an independ-
ent State for the Muslim majority areas in
the North-West-and Eastern zones of India.
The cause of this sudden precipitation of a
vague idea into a positive policy ks not clear.
It seems likely that at first it was only con-
gidered the bestway of obtaining the maxi-
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mum bargaining advantage in the negotia-
tions with the British Government and the
Comgress. Once the resolution was adopted,
Mr Jinnah found that the future of the
League and his leadership became depend-
ent upon rigid adherence to it

PAKISTAN'S GROWTH

During the seven years between the date
of the Lahore Resolution and the formal
acceptance of Pakistan by the British Gov-
ernment and the Congresson June 3,1347,
the artiude of these two parties in the polit-
cal wrangle of India was confused and
erratic. Broadly speaking, the British Gov-
ernment tried to uiilise the Muslim League
as a counterblast against the Congress and
at the same time tried to resist the demand
for the division of India. On the other hand,
the Congress offered violent emotional
resistance to the idea of Pakistan but was
impotent to resist it in practice.

1 shall content myself with a few llustra-
tions.

In his declaration on August 8, 1940, Lord
Linlithgow said:

“It goes without saying that they could
not contemplate the transfer of their
present responsibilities for the peace and
welfare of India to any system of Govern-
mentwhose authority is directly dended by
large and powerful elements in India's
national life. Nor could they be parties to the
coercion of such elements into submission
to such Government.”

But later on, the same Lord Linlithgow
speaking at Calcutta on December 17, 19432,
declared: “Geographically India for all prac-
tical purposes is one. ['would judge it to be
as important as ever was in the past, nay
more important, that we should seek to pre-
serve that unity. In so far as it may be built
up consistently with full justice for the
rights and claims of the minorities, whether
thos:s minorities be great or small.”

Both he and Lord Wavell adopted the pol-
icy of giving the Muslim League veto over
the Congress and keeping to themselves
veto over the Muslim Leazue,

WHAT CRIFPS AIMED AT

The Cripps proposal embodied this dual
policy. The proposal to empower a provinoe
to secede was understood by both the Con-
gress and the Muslim League as a response
to the League demand of Pakistan. At the
same time, the proposals taken as awhole
sought to make the realization of Pakistan
as difficult as possible. There was to be a
single constitution making body. All the
provinees were totake part in constdtution-
making. The right of secession was to
accrue singly to each province and thatwas
only after the constitution was finally
drafted. Sir Stafford Cripps assured in pri-
vate and even hinted publicly in his press
conferences that while his proposals yielded
to some extent to Muslim sentiment, they
were designed to prevent Pakistan and pre-
serve Indian unity. The Cabinet Mission
tried to work out an ingenious formula by
which the demand for Pakistan and unity
was sought to be reconciled. The Constitu-
ent Assembly was to work in three sections
and each section was empowered to craft
the constitutions of provinces belonging to
it and construte itself into a group. No
machinery was devised to coordinate the
Central Provincial and Group constitutions.
It Is difficult to say now how the plan would
have worked if the unfortunate disputes
about interpretation had not occurred.

The Congress attitude towards the war
must be held to be one of the primary fac-
tors in the precipitarion of Pakistan. I do not
say that the Congress should have cooper-
ated with the Allies in the war under the
nizgardly terms offered by the British Gov-
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the other two and obtain
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ernment. But Congress’ non-cooperation at
a time when Britain was engaged in a life-

and-death struggle provoked the British
Imperialists to apply the policy of divide-
and-rule ruthlessly.

The Working Committes recognised this
fact in its resolution of August 22, 1940, It
said: “The British refusal to part with power
and responsibility in favour of the elected
representatives of the people Is a direct
encouragement and incitement to civil dis-
cord and strife. The issue of the minorities
has been made Into an insuperable barrier
to India’s progress. The Congress policy of
non-violence also militates against effective
resistance tothe idea of Pakistan. The Mus-
lim demand was conceded in principle when
the Working Committee decided in April
1942 about the Cripps Proposals that "the
commirtee cannot think in terms of compel-
ling the people in any territorial unit to
remain an Indian Union against their
declared and established will.”™ The only way
inwhich divislon could be resisted was to be
ready like Lincoln to fight for unity with all
possible weapons including violence, The
Congress had no organized body for a vio-
lent fight at its disposal and its doctrine of
non-compulsion conformed with its pro-
claimed principles. It is futile to speculate as
towhatmight have happened if the All India
Congress Committee had accepted in 1343
the formula of Mr C Rajagopalachari logi-
cally expanding this principle of non-cony
pulsion. Even in 1944, when this formula
was put in precise terms and accepted by
Gandhiji, neither the Congress nor the Mus-
lim League was ready to accept it. Many fur-
ther attemnpts to find a common solution and
finally one year of fratricidal conflict were
nesded to bring the three parties together to
agree to the inevitable logic of that formula.

It may be asked: “Has the Congress yielded
to violence?” I think the answer is both yes
and no. I doubt whether the Congress would
have voluntarily accepted the division of
India but for the dreadful communal out-
breakwhich started in Calcutta on August 16,
1945, But these very conflicts frightened also
the Muslim League and forced it to reconcile
itself to the partition of Punjab and Bengal. It
is no use saying that neither party was
swaved by violence. There was nothing
wrong with recognizing that, if a political
settlement were delayed longer this violence
would grow Involume and intensity

Thas all the three large parties —the Mus-
lim League, the British Government and the
Congress— have contributed their share to
the growth of the idea of Pakistan and its
final materialization. Mr Jinnah had merely
stuck firmly to his magic beanstalk and
arrived at his destinaton.

But his difficuites will begin now. He has
to fight the big piants that are lying in wait
for him and I wonder if hereafter he will
have the same luck as Jack in the fable.
Immediately on the assumption of office, he
has to face the glants of religious fanaticism,
primitive rural economy and the geographic
separation of the two parts of Pakistan. If he
iz mot able to control the vague religious
aspirations for a medieval theocracy which
have been aroused during the political cam-
paign of the last few years, Pakistan will
spon become like the States of the Middle
East. If he cannot reorganize agriculure on
a modern scientific basis, tap all sources of
power and build modern industries, the
Central Government of Pakistan cannot pay
for s defence and administration. After the
first enthusiasm has cooled down, it will
become increasingly difficuk to hold the
MorthEast and Morth-West together. [t is
not only distance but also culture, language
and social customs that separate the two.
Compared to the problems which Mr Jin-
nah and his colleazues have to face, the

leaders of India hawe comparatively simpler
problems.
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The states and
the dominion

p HE political controversy regard-

' ing the iIndependence of states

on the laps of paramountcy

which a few ambitious Princes,

helped by some disgruntled and

unpatriotic politicians from

Brltish India, started now seems like a
nightmare of the past.

Allthrough July, the controversy raged
and the newspapers were flooded with
statements from Mr CP Ramaswami Aiyar
pointing out why Siam and Irag could be
independent States; unconguerad Travan-
core could not also have its place in the
sun. Rulers went hither and thither by air,
the Maharaja Holkar even flying to London
o consult Privy Councillors on the nature

of independence.
TORY HOPES SHATTERED

A survey of the British Conservative
Press of June and July would show how all
the enemies of India were pinning their
faith on these dissentents to break up the
unity of India. The prospect of a strong
Indian Union emerging from the uncer-
taintes which followed the announcement
of June 3 seemed to frighten them and the
editorial comments of the Tory newspapers
reflected the hope that at least some of the
major states would stand out from the
Union and look to the Britsh for support.

Today, we can see that the danger that

loomed so large has been owvercome. The
grear majority of states have acceded to the
Indian Union and thereby helped to create
a central government which can claim
without question to speak for a unified
nation. From the Ravil to Assam, an inte-
grated State has come into being, such as
never existed before in Indian history. The
Mauryan Empire in its glory did not extend
beyond Mysore. A State greater in extent
than what Asoka was able to realise, or
Alkbar was able to establish, which Mara-
thas could not even conceive, has come
peacefully into being.

But let us not forget that out of the coop-
eration of a few determined and patriotic
Princes things mizht indeed have turned
out differently. After the secession of the
Pakistan provinces, the area of what was
British India was not very much more than
what was under the sovereignty of Indian
Rulers. Apart from the Gangetic Valley, the
rest of the Indla outside the coastal tracts
was predominantly under the rule of
Indian Princes. The zreat central stretch
from the eastern boundaries of Sind and
Bahawalpur to the Orissa coast was not
included in the Dominion of India, as
established by the Indian Independence
Act. If the majority of States had decided to
remain out of the Union, the inevitable
result would have been chaos and anarchy,
and India could never have emerzed as a
strong or united nation.

ANNEXATION PLANS
This iz indeed what the Princely advo-

cates of Pakistan had planned. They had
planned corridors to the sea, confedera-
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tions of States, which hoped to be recog-
nised as Dominions and had even worked
out alliamces among themselves which
could carve out and annex portions of Brit-
ish India to their States.

The reality of these dangers was
obscured by the major issue of partition
and the legalistic controversy about para-
mountcy. Allthat can now be said is that
this sinister conspiracy came very near o
success and failed only because the States
near Delhi, to whom the problem appeared
differently, came to the firm conclusion
that their interests lay in the creadon of a
central government strong enough to
ensure peace and tranguillity in India.

The great Rajputana 5tates bordering
Pakistan, Bikaner, Jaipur, and Jodhpur
have by their geographical position, to
think in terms of the close relationship
with a central government. The same is
true of Patiala and Gwalior. It is the deter-
mination and patriotism of the Rulers of
these States who jointly decided to support
the Interim Government and to create by
participation in the Constituent Assembly
alUnion in which the Princes will have an
honourable place that tipped the scales at
a crucial time, Their presence in the Con-
stituent Assembly and their close associa-
tion in the work of framing the constitution
made it impossible for the reactionaries in
the Princely camp to press forward with
their schemes of independence either for
units or for groups.

STANDSTILL PACTS

Though the danger of Balkanisaton was
thus eliminated, a new and no less grave

Peacefully and without coercion, the
numerous units of Princely India take
their place in the polity of a new Indian
Union which today assumes its rightful
position among free nations of the world.
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sitnation faced the advocates of the Union.
The Cabinet Mission plan had not content
plated an interregnum. Power was to be
transferred to a Union of which the States
were to be integral parts. But the plan of
June 3 had not taken into consideration the
question of the States. British India was to
become a Dominion on August 15. What
was to happen to the States? Legally they
became completely independent and the
entire administrative system would have
fallen to pieces if concurrently some meas-
ures were not devised to keep together the
structure that had been raised during the
last 100 yvears. A limited accession on the
three subjects of defence, external affairs
and communications and a standstill
agreement about the administrative and
economic arrangements in force were the
methods devised to meet the situation.

GREAT ACHIEVEMENT

Again, it was the progressive group of
States, reinforced now by Mysore and Naw-
anagar, that led the way. Now all but a
handful of States have acceded to the
Union and under the standstill agreements,
the administrative structure of India con-
tinues as it was before. It Is a major
achievement, a unique example of con-
structive statesmanship, for which the
credit belongs equally to the British Indian
leaders, no less than to the Princes and
their Ministers. Peacefully and without
coercion, the numerous units of Princely
India rake their place in the polity of a new
Indian Union which today assumes its
rightful position among the free nations of
the world.
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free Pakistan

UGUST 15, 1947, will be a mem-

orable day in the annals of the

history of Pakistan and India.

Om that day two great domin-

ions of the British Common-

wealth will be born in Asia by
whatis called a peaceful transfer of power.
And this ransfer will be made by the white
people to brown people. The ransfer of
power to the United States, to the Dominiomn
of Canada, South Africa. and the republic of
Ireland by the United Kingdom was only
through blood and tears.

It iz said that history repeats itself. But
thiz looks like new history for the world
gince the last six thousand years of known
records. It is possible, even probable, that
the freedom of Pakistan and India by peace-
ful means may lead to the freedom of the
many semi-dependent Asian countries,
maostly Muslim, by similar means. This tre-
mendous phenomenon in the history of the
world is happening almostwithout notice,
much less exhilarating, in both the new
Dominions, we are far too obsessed with the
fact of internal division to note the event of
freedom and the phenomenon of peaceful
transfer of power. The passions of the day
blur the significance of the times.

Unfortunately, there is an additional fac-
tor that helps to conceal this new trend in
the history of the world. India has become
free of Bridsh rule mainly by “peaceful and
legitimate” means. The celebration of Inde-
pendence Day at midnight on August 14-15

will be a genuine event, for which India has
been striving since January 26, 1930, The
end has been achieved mainly by moral or
amoral means by the Indian nation. The
same cannot be said for the birth of the
Dominion of Pakistan. The object of the
Muslim League has been the independence
of the British in form. but independence
from so-called Hindu rule {n fact; and this
end has been achieved, by all means, fair or
foul, not as in love but out of calculated
hatred; the victory is not of any Pakistan
nation but of the Muslim community of all
India, half of which now finds itself under
the hated “Hindu rule”. The Dominion of
Pakistan will be free on August 15, but its
freedom will be a queer mixture of fact and
fiction thatwill very much dull the edge of
rejoicing and sharpen the need for self-ex-
amination.

WHO REJOICES?

The Muslim League rejoices and wants
the Hindus of Pakistan to rejoice in the
dawn of freedom from Hindu rule. The Con-
gress rejoices and wants the Hindus and
Muslims and Christians and Parsis to
rejoice in the birth of freedom from British
rule. It is obvious that rejoicing will be more
hearty and more true, The Hindus of Paki-
stan are bound toweep with one eye and be
forced to smile with the other. It will be
highly interesting for a cartoonist who looks
out for contradictions in life, but deeply
tragic for the party concerned. Even a bird
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does not sing in a cage made of gold. The
Hindus are not singing birds and the cage
has the glitter of steel. But will the rejoicings
of Muslims—even the Muslims of Paki
stan—be truly spontaneons? I doubt it wvery
much. What is based on fiction or possible
fact or probable future cannot vield genuine
satisfaction. The cry against Hindu raj was
mainly fiction, a small fact in some places,
and largely a chimera arising out of future
fears. In no Pakistan area has there beenan
actual Hindu raj or much Hindu tyranny.
Bengal with a small majority of Muslims
has ruled or misruled the province since the
advent of provincial autonomy. The tyranny
of the League Ministry and bureaucracy has
been rising in crescendo, leading to the
massacre of the minority in NMoakhali. The
corruption and inefficiency of that Ministry
have a dark history, in which the Bengal
famine was the blackest spot. Punjab had a
Unionist Ministry under Mr Sikandar Hyat
Khan that was more Muslim than Hindu
and looked more to-agricultural than Indus-
trial or commercial interests. The Khizi
Hyat Ministry was weak. perhaps neither
Hindu nor Muslim but British and bureaw-
cratic in its outlook. The Allah Bux Ministry
of 5ind was but an interlude berween the
izhulam Hussain, and Mir Bundeh Ali Min-
istries, which were essentially Muslim Min-
istries working for Muslim interests. The
Allah Bux Ministry was supportaed half-
heartedly by the Hindus but it never injured
any single Muslim interest. It did not hurt
the Hindus but it did not help Muslims at
the cost of Hindus. In the Frontier Province,
both the League and Congress Ministries
have been Muslims, under which the Hin-
dus have been either hostages or hostesses.
They have remained either harassed or prio-
tected minorites. And yet the Muslims of
Pakistan want to jump with joy attheir lib-
eration from Hindu raj and tyranny! The
Muslim community is a highly emotional
community that feels much more than it
thinks. Perhaps it dare not think lest the fact
of jubilation is marred by the fiction of 1ib-
eration. And yet this fiction if indulged in
any further will spell a tragedy for the Hin-
dus of Pakistan. The fiction, carried into the
realm of hard fact will mean the perpetual

rule of a majority over a minoricy, of a Mus-
lim majority over a Hindu minority. Those
whowant the Hindus to dance to the tune of
Pakistani music should think. at least for a
moment, about what it means 1o the other
party.

The Muslim League has always treated
the fact of British rule as almost a fiction
adopted to save its face with India and the
modernworld. One can cheat some people
for some time, but not all people for all time.
I am not one of those who have believed the
Muslim League and its President to be in the
pay of the British, to be British agents, to be
enemies of Indian independence as such. 1
believe that Mr Jinnah is a great Muslim
political leader and that the League iz a
powerful Muslim party. It has served the
interests of the League to coalesce with the
Eritish and vice versa. On the whole, the
League has had the best of the compact. The
British postponed the evil day to quit India
but could not avoldd it. The League has made
an impossible demand for Pakistan possi-
ble. But are the British golng to quit Paki-
stan as they have been made to quit India?
With one or two British Governors in Paki-
stan, several British Civilians of the most
reactionary type in Pakistan Services, with
many British officers and probably a few
British regiments on Pakistan frontiers the
Eritish power will not be distinguished by
its absence from Pakistan. Add to this the
slow and sure infiltration of British indus-
trial, commercial and financial interests
throughout Pakistan, and the substance of
the economy not also some political power
will remain in foreign hands. It is not only
Muslims who are now migrating to Paki-
stan. The stream of British and Earopean
migration is directed to the same haven of
protected interests. Pakistan, a free domin-
jiom, will be as free for the Muslims as for the
Eritish and their allies to exploit. Specula-
tion is rife whether Pakistan will continue to
remain by June 1942, It may choose to opt-
out of the British Commonwealth of nations
or it may not.

But a Pakistan within the Commonwealth
may have to adopt a forelgn policy coloured
by British fears and hopes. These for the
moment are centred on the Middle and

Near East and arise out of Russian policies
in these regions. Today most Asian coun-
tries suffer from the influence or interven-
tion of Russian or British power. They are
torn from within by the conflict of progres-
sive and reactionary parties, the former gen-
erally supported by the Russians and the
latter by the British and now American
power. Will these semi-free and semi-slave
Muslim countries welcome the foreizn poli-
cles of a Pakistan equally semi-free and the
most important stronghold for foreign pow-
ers in Asia? This may even help to accen-
ate the internal social conflicts to such a
pitch as to invite and precipitate a third and
the most devastating war with its fullest
blast felt in the Continent of Asia. For the
time being, the direct power or the indirect
influence of the British can only impede the
forces of emancipation in these large semi-
free regions. A free India is today the most
important factor in the liberation of Asia
after the exploitation for two centuries by
Western powers. Indonesia in trouble looks
to free [ndia as its first and foremost protec-
tor, with Pakistan as a second and willy-
nilly best. 5o, does Burma after the murder
of its leaders and the resulting chaos. With
the prospect of Pakistan as a continuing
Dominion within the British Common-
wealth, [ am afraid the celebrations of
August 15will not be an exhilarating event
for Asia. It is not the Hindus only who stare
with fear atthis gift of a so-called Free Paki-
stan. The Muslims of Pan-Arabia, the [rani-
ans and Pathans will not jump with joy as
some of the exuberant Muslims are inclined
to do here. So much for the politcal free-
dom to be enjoyed by a free Pakdstan that is
to be born on August 15. If one were to ana-
lyse the economic and social freedoms or
lack of them entailed in the advent of this
dominiomn, it is probable that August 15 will
be a proper day for serious thought and self-
examination rather than for jubilatdon and
merrymaking. It is ime for the Muslims of
Pakistan to fry and understand the implica-
tions of Pakistan—so far the apple of their
eye and the desire of their hearts. It might
oive them a few headaches. But then, they
might just understand why the Hindus are
suffering from such heartaches.
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No discrimination
against minorities

Addressing the historic midnight session of the House, Dr Rajendra Prasad assures minorities
that they will receive fair treatment; hails Gandhi ji as ‘'our beacon light, guide and philosopher’

i n assurance to the minorities

N in India that they will recelve

| . fair and just treatment and that

' there will be no discrimination

. in any form against them was

d . given by the president of the
Cunsttrneutﬁssmnhly, Dr Rajendra Prasad,
addressing the historic session of the House
atmidnight on August 14 on the assumption

of power.
Dr Rajendra Prasad addressing a hushed

House expressed thanks to the Almighty
and recalled in grateful remembrance the
services of all those, known and unknown,
who sacrificed themselves for the attain-
ment of Independence. “Let us also pay our
tribute of love and reverence to Mahatma
Gandhi who has been our beacon light, our
guide and philosopher during the last 30
years or more,” he said.

The following is the text of Dr Rajendra
Prasad's speech:

“In this solemn hour of our history when
after many years of struggle we are taking
over the governance of this country, let us
offer our humble thanks to the Almighty
Power that shapes the destinies of men and
nations and let us recall in grateful remem-
brance the services and sacrifices of all
those men and women, known and
unknown, who with smiles on their face
walked to the gallows or faced bullets on
their chests, who experienced living death
in the cells of the Andamans, or spent long
years in the prisons of India, who preferred
voluntary exile in foreign countries to a life
of humiliation in their own, who not only
lostwealth and property but cut themselves
off from near and dear ones to devote them-
selves to the achievement of the great objec-
tive which we are witnessing today.

THE BEACON LIGHT

“Let us also pay our ribute love and rev-
erence to Mahatma Gandhi who has been

our beacon light, our guide and philosopher
during the last 30 years or more. He repre-
sents that undying spirit in our culture and
make-upwhich has kept India alive through
the vicissitudes of our history.

“It is he who pulled us out of the slough of
despond and despair and blew into us a
spiritwhich enabled us to stand up for jus-
tice, to claim our birth right of freedom and
placed in our hands the matchless and
unfailingweapon of truth and non-violence
which without arms and armament has
won for us the invaluable prize of ‘swaraj at
a price which, when the history of these
times comes to be written, will be regarded
as Incredible for a past country of our skze
and the teeming millions of our population.

“We were indifferent instruments that he
had towork with but he led us with con-
summate skill, with umwavering determina-
tion, with an undying faith in our future,
with faith in his weapon and above all with
faith in God. Let us prove true in that faith.
Let us hope that India will not in the hour of
her triumph give up or minimise the value
of the weapon which served to ronse and
inspire her.

ASSURANCE TOWORLD POWERS

“Let us then assure all countries of the
world that we propose to stick o our his-
toric tradition to be on the terms of friend-
ship and amity with all that we have no
designs against anyone and hope that none
will have any against us. We have only one
ambition and desire and that is to make our
contribution to the building up of freedom
for alland peace among mankind.

"The country which was made by God
and Nature to be one stands divided today.
Separation from near and dear ones, even
from strangers after some association. is
always painful. I would be nntrue to myself
if I did not at this moment confess to a sense
of sorrow at this separation. But I wish to

send on your behalf and my own our greet-
ings and good wishes for success and the
best of luck in the high endeavour of gov-
ernment in which the people of Pakistan,
which till today has been a part and parcel
of ourselves, will be engaged.

NO NEED FOR PANIC

“To those who feel like us but are on the
other side of the border, we send a word of
cheer. They should not give way to panic
bt should stick to their hearths and homes,
their relizion and culture and cultivate the
qualities of courage and forbearance. They
have no reason to fear that they will not zet
protection and just and fair treatment and
they should not become victims of doubt
and suspicion. They must accept the assur-

ances publicly given and win their rightful
place in the polity of the State where they

are placed by their loyalty.
FAIR AND JUST TREATMENT

*To all the minorities in India, we give
the assurance that they will receive fair and
Just treatment and there will be no discrim-
ination in any form against them. Thedir
religion, their culture and their language
are safe and they will enjoy all the rights
and privileges of citizenship and will be
expected in their turn to render loyvalty 1o
the country in which they live and to its
Constitution. To all, we give the assurance
that itwill be our endeavour to end poverty
and squalor and its companions, hunger
and disease, to abolish distinctions and
exploitation and to ensure decent condi-
tons of living.

"We are embarking on a great task. We
hope that in this we shall have the unstinted
service and co-operation of all our people
and the sympathy and support of all the
communities. We shall do our best to
deserve ir.”

y o ong years ago we made a
rystwith destiny, and now
the time comes when we
shall redeem our pledge,

 notwholly or in full meas-

- ure, butvery substantially,”

declared Jmah.arlal Nehru, India’s first Pre-

mier, moving a resolution prescribing an
oath for the members in the constituent

assembly on the midnight of August 14-15,

He added: At the stroke of the midnight
hour when the workd sleeps, Indiawill awake
to life and freedom.

A moment comes, which comes but rarely
in history, when we step out from the old to
the new, when an age ends, and when the
soul of a nation, long suppressed, finds utter-
ance, It is fitting that at this solemn moment
we take the pledge of dedication to the ser-
vice of India and her people and to the stll
larger cause of humanity.

At the dawn of history India started on her
nnending quest and trackless centurles are
filled with her striving and the gprandeur of
her sucoesses and her failures, Through good
and ilHortune alike she has never lost sight
of that quest or forgotten the ideals which
gave her strength. We end on Friday aperiod
of ilHortune and India discovers herself
azaimn.

The achievement we celebrate is but a
step, an opening of opportunity, to the
greater triumphs and achievements that
await us. Are we brave enough and wise
enough to grasp this opportunity and accept
the challenge of the future?

WORK AHEAD

Freedom and power bring responsibility.
That responsibility rests upon this Assembly,
asovereign body representing the sovereizn
people of India. Before the birth of freedom
we have endured all the pains of labour and
our hearts are heavy with the memory of this
sormow. Some of those pains continue even
now. Nevertheless, the past is over and it is
the future that beckons now.

That future is not one of ease or resting
butof incessant striving so that we might ful-

onAugust 15, 1947,

Greater triumphs
await India

Period of ill-fortune ends, says Nehru; adds that the service
of India means the service of the millions who suffer

fil the pledges we have so often taken and the
one we shall take now. The service of India
means the service of the millions who suffer.
It means the ending of poverty and ignorance
and disease and inequality of opportunity.
The ambition of the greatest man of our gen-
eration has been to wipe every tear from
every eyve. That may be bevond us but so long
as there are tears and suffering so long our
workwill not be over.”

And sowe have to labour and to work and
work hard to give reality to our dreams.
Those dreams are for India, but they are also
for the world. for all the nations and peoples
are too closely knit together today for any
one of them to imagine that it can live apart.
Peace has been said 1o be indivisible, so is
freedom, sois prosperity now, and so also in
disaster in this One World that can no longer
be split into isolated fragments.

THE PLEDGE

Tothe people of India, whose representa-
tives we are, we make an appeal to join us
with faith and confidence in this great adven-
ture. This is no time for petty and destructive
criticizm, no time for Wkwill or blaming oth-
ers. We have to build the noble mansion of
free India where all her children may dwell

I beg to move, Sir, that it be resolved that—

(1) After the last stroke of midnight, all
members of the Constituent Assembly
present on this occaslon do take the follow-
Ing pledge:

“At this solemn moment when the people
of India, through suffering and sacrifice,
have secured freedom, [...a member of the
Constituent Assembly of India, do dedicate
myself in all humility to the service of India
and her people to the end that this ancient
lend attain her rightful place in the world
and malke her full and willing contribution to
the promotion of world peace and the wel
fare of mankind.”

(2) Members who are not present on this
occasion do take the pledge (with such verbal
changes as the President may prescribe) at
the time they next arttend a session of the
Assembly.

Jaw aharlal Nehru add resses the midnight session of the Constituent Assembly of India,
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[ndia independent:
British rule ends

of the President, They included Mr Shan-
mukham Chetty and Dr 5P Mookerjes.

“The Beacon Light”

The members and visitors stood up
when the proceedings were opened with
the Vande Mataram sung by Mrs Kripalank.
Dr Hajendra Prasad then addressed the
House first in Hindi and then English for
ten minutes.

Twice he was cheered, once when he
paid a tribute to Mahatma Gandhi “our
beacon light, our guide and philosopher,”
and again when while confessing sorrow at
the separation he expressed gzood wishes
for the people of Pakistan.

The House and the visitors next stood in
silence for two minutes paying tribute to
the memory of those “who have died in the
struggle for freedom in India and else-
where.”

Pandit Nehru next moved the adoption
of the pledge. The House cheered the sentk
ments he expressed especially when he
mentioned that the service of India that
they were about to pledge themselves to
meant the service or the millions who suf-
fer. He ended with the words: “We have to
build the noble mansion of free India
where all her children may dwell."”

The motion was seconded by Chaudhry
Khaliguzzaman, leader of the Muslim
League. In a brief, but most appropriately

worded speech, he said that the fight for
freedom had ended and now they had to
serve mankind. They could do this only if
they placed the country above their per-
sonal interests and took the pledze in all
sincerity.

PLEA FORCONCORD

Mr Radhakrishnan spoke impressively
in support of the motion. The House
cheered him when he contrasted the Brit-
ish action in India with that of the Dutch
and the French and admired the political
sagacity and courage of the British people.
He said whatever the causes which had led
to the Partition, it was necessary now to
avold words of anger and passion.

They must instead try to preserve the
cultural bonds between the two parts if
they wished the people to become one
azain. From today they would not be able
to blame the British and must destroy cor-
ruption, root out black-marketing and
profiteering. Concord must be their watch-
word.

Thereafter, the motion was read out In
Hindi, Urdu and English and adopted.
Thirty seconds later the zero hour struck
and the House and the visitors felt thrilled.
The feeling was heightened as conches
began to blow. A backbencher raised the
cry: Mahatma Gandhi Ki Jal. The hall
resounded with the cry.

The members then stood up and took
the cath simultaneously. It was repeated in
Hindi, Urdu and English.

FROM PAGE1

There was a burst of cheers as the Presi-
dent proposed that it should be intimated
to the Viceroy that “the Constituent Assem-
bly of India has assumed power for the
governance of India.”

There was another burst when it was
stated that the selection of Lord Mountbat-
ten as first Governor-General was
endorsed by the House.

The President announced that he
accepted the poem presented by the Chi-
nese Ambassador.

FLAG PRESENTED

Mrs Hansa Mehta, who had played promi
nent part as Dictator in a clvil disobedi-
ence movement, then presented the
National Flag on behalf of the women of
India.

A hundred thousand of them, she said,
had asked her to do s0. Itwas appropriate,
she added, that the flag that would fly over
the House should be a gift from India. Mrs
Mehta was wearing a saffron colour saree
to mark the solemnity of the occasion.

The proceedings came 1o a close on two
somngs sung by Mrs Kripalani, Igbal's song
Hindustan Hamara and the first verse of
Jana Gana Mana Adhinayaka Jaya He.

It is amazing how the capital has gone
gay in the twinkle of an eye. Paper control,
cloth control and colour shortage notwith-
standing, millions of Natonal Flags and
bunting were manufactured during the
past week or fortnight and they appeared
in such abundance that hardly any house

or shopwas without them.

The most significant aspect of the cele-
brations is the way in which the humble
and the poor have shared in the joy of free-
dom. Not only cars and cycles but even the-
sis and tongas and lorries carrying work-
men have been going about flyving the Tri-
colour.

The Fire Brigade Office, the Telephone
Exchange, the Telegraph Office, the Gov-
ernment Press. In fact every public insttu-
tion wore a festive appearance.

New star rises
in the East

the peasants and workers of India; to fight
and end poverty and ignorance and disease;
and to build up a prosperous, democratic
and progressive nation, and to create social,
economic and political institutions which
will ensure justice and fullness of life to
EVeTy man and wommarn.

"We have hard work ahead. There is no
resting for any one of us till we redeem our
pledge in full, tillwe make all the people of
Indiawhat destiny intended them to be. We
are citizens of a great country, on the verge
of bold advance, and we have to live up to
that high standard. All of us, to whatever
religion we may belong, are equally the
children of India with equal rights, privi-
leges and obligation. We cannot encourage
communalism or narrow-mindedness, for
no nation can be great whose people are

narrow in thought or in action.

“To the nations and peoples of the world
we send greetings and pledge ourselves o
co-operate with them in furthering peace,
freedom and democracy.

"And to India, our much-loved mother-
land, the ancient, the eternal and the ever-
new, we pay our reverent homage and we
bind ourselves afresh to her service.”

TO INDIANS OVERSEAS

The following is the text of Pandit
Nehru's message for Indians owerseas:
Today (August 15) is fateful moment in his-
tory for India. for all Asia, indeed for the
entire world. After long years of suffering
and sacrifice India atrains her freedom and
independence. A new star rises, the star of
freedom In the East. A new hope fills the
world.

Om this day of liberation the motherland
sends her affectionate preetings to her chil-
dren abroad. She calls them to her service
and to the service of freedom wherever they
might be. Every Indian abroad is a repre-
semtative of India and must ever remember
that he has the honour of his country in his
keeping.

That iz a proud privilege and responsibil-
ity. None of India’s children, wherever they
be, may submit to anything which is against
national self-respect or against the cause
freedom.

They must preserve their own freedom art
all costs and respect the freedom of others -
Jail Hind.
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